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Since the August chronicle, apart from the usual racing on a Sunday, the midweek sailing group outings and novice sailor training (report by Mark Foreman on next page) we have had the Yare Navigation Race (8th September) and Triple B. The wind was disappointingly light for the start of the YNR, resulting in a major shortening of the course, but plenty of wind later so that 47 of the 55 starters got back in time (8 retired). T Gentle won in Meggie. 
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Sue Hines – No wind at the start of the YNR. Things did improve!

There are plenty more photos on the website and a super movie style video too!

In contrast 2 weeks later on 22nd, the wind was just right for the Triple B and 34 boats entered and sailed from Buckenham Sailing Club to Breydon and Back. Richard Whitefoot in a Punt won; but both CHSC entrants David Woolston and Jonathan Bolton won Trophies in their classes. 

Summer season Sunday races have been completed, but we continue with the winter series (generally down river) until the Christmas Pudding Race on 16th December. Next season it is proposed that there are 3 people for Officer of the Day duty each racing meeting to increase the safety aspects. Midweek sailing also continues; boats, crews and weather permitting. Thursday 8th November was a good example of a great days sailing. 4 keel boats were out with 9 helms and crew taking part. The day was mainly sunny, with sufficient wind (direction and tide helped) for us to get to Reedham for lunch and back, with some friendly rivalry to see who gets there first. 

Sunday 4th November was terrible weather for Commodore’s Day. Not much wind, plenty of rain and cold. Derek, the commodore, thanks the 7 crews who took part in the race (John Wells was the winner) and all others who supported the event, particularly Elaine Watson and Sabina Priest who did a wonderful job of the eats afterwards. 

Report on Novice and Family Sailing Series by Mark Foreman:

“The last few autumns have promised some of the warmest weather and the best sailing of the year. So with this in mind we had no reservations in planning the start of our Novice and Family Series following the acquisition of our new Safety Boat.

We had hoped of course to start the series sooner and there were no shortage of sailors wishing to take advantage of the opportunity for some social and non-competitive sailing. With due enthusiasm and energy, we set out the weekend after acquiring the new boat.

What happened next served to illustrate the extent of that energy and enthusiasm. Our Great British summer was traditionally unpredictable and our Sunday afternoon sessions saw some of the most consistently dull, wet and gusty weather seen for some time. However, our novice and family sailors kept turning up, and always wanted to sail. Not one afternoon session was lost. In addition to that, they have also been generous in contributing to the running of the Safety Boat and the general development of the series.

Well known Wayfarer sailor Simon McEvoy recently reminded me, “Time on the water is never wasted”. This was borne out in spectacular style on the morning of the “Novice Race Day” – a hasty rebranding of the “Postponement Day” that was not needed this year. In customarily modest style, Tracey Rayner arrived stating that she “wanted to sail, but just to crew, not to helm”. However, under John Well’s watchful eye Tracey then helmed Speedwell to victory in the first race. Debbie Jaffey also secured a creditable second in the third race underlining just how much progress had been made during the series.

This rate of progress would not be possible without the support of a significant number of experienced helms who have given generously of their time and boats to make the series a possibility. Their commitment is greatly appreciated.

So we have made a start. There are at least another 5 sailors wishing to join the series next year, and with Sailing Appreciation comes the prospect of more to follow. If you would like to get involved or have ideas about how we can make the series better, then please contact the Committee so that we can include you in plans for the new season.”
The Annual Dinner is the next event on 24th November, with exclusive use of the Tavern at Coldham Hall. Promises to be a good event, with a great menu. Next season there will the usual social events to start the season and if anyone has any suggestions for the talk (to go with the chips) evening, please advise. 

Our AGM is 5th December at 7.30 in Bramerton Parish Room. Rear Commodore, Bosun and Race Officer posts are still open for nominations. Members please come and support this important event.
Alan Sant advises that the RSPB and John Ellis (Wheatfen) are keen to do some work reducing the trees on the bank along ‘train reach’. Work is planned for January/February before there is any bird nesting activity. Volunteers will be needed to clear the scrub that the chain saw operators have felled. Any offers of help would be welcome. 

Anyone reading this who is not a member, but would like to join as a sailing or social member, or if you want further information then please visit the website www.coldhamhallsailingclub.co.uk or contact me: 

Judith Robertson 

Contact: jude_rob2000@yahoo.co.uk
