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Necessity, Trust or Stupidity ?   
As I write, Rev John and I have 
to creep into the garage 
through a different door 
because the blackbird has built 
the most ridiculously blatant 
nest perched on top of a 
random wood pile. With no 
camouflage or cover she is 
sitting on four blue eggs.   
 
Working in the greenhouse has 
become a very monastic affair 
as I silently plant up my 
seedlings whilst a robin, sitting 
on two eggs, nestles in one of  last year’s plastic pots on 
the workbench. Her partner, bobbing around outside, is 
waiting for me to disappear!   
  
With 
gratitude to 
the hawk and 
owl trust we 
have been 
watching the 
progress of 
the peregrine 
falcon chicks perched high above Norwich on the 
cathedral spire. The wind howls and the rain lashes in 
this most exposed position as the parent birds incubate 
and then feed their young.   
  
Is this necessity, trust or stupidity I ask myself ?   
  
I, as I am sure you do too, continue to be distressed by 
the migrant situation, in particular the fatalities in the 
Mediterranean. What must life be like, how bad must life 
be to put yourself and your children in a flimsy boat or 
raft, with an untrained captain, made unstable by the 
hundreds of other people also seeking a place of 
security, a home in an unknown land.  
  
The Italian rescuers called 
her 'Francesca', her mother 
called her 'Gift'. Whilst 
travelling from Libya to Italy 
the baby's mother, Stephanie 
Samuel, endured 8 hours of 
child bearing labour on one of 
these awful 10 hour journeys.  
 
Despite the dangers of crossing, it cost her 530 euros in 
a boat packed with 100 other people, some of whom 
died.  

She was 
prepared for 
the risk. "I 
am not 
scared" she 
said," I make 
up my mind, 
and I am not 
scared 
because I believe there is a God". After working in Tripoli 
for two years the financial situation became so bad she 
knew that although heavily pregnant she had to escape 
and leave her husband behind.  
  
Is this necessity, trust or stupidity I ask myself ?   
  
Around the world a great many people live with such 
insecurity that they have to risk everything so that they 
may have 'a home', be it a tin shack, a tent or a dwelling 
of some kind.  
  
The majority of us reading this newspaper however do 
so in the security of our own homes, having worked 
hard, sometimes for a lifetime, feathering our own nests 
as it were. We know comfort and can easily presume 
that what we have earned is ours to keep.   
  
Not always so! As those who experience sudden and 
unexpected change, debilitating sickness, financial 
stress, bereavement or breakdown in relationship will tell 
you. Suddenly life can become very different as many of 
those spending the night in shelters or on city streets 
experience. It could happen to any of us.  
  
Perhaps this begs the question, 'In what or whom do we 
put our trust, when we have plenty and when we have 
nothing?’. 
  
Jesus didn't have a home. He took on poverty by choice, 
as do those who follow Him and live in monastic 
communities living from necessity, trusting in God, and 
often being called stupid by the world.   
  
Life is precarious, and whilst it is wise to be responsible 
for ourselves and those who have been entrusted to us, 
we cannot take life for granted or have ultimate control.   
So let us not judge others this day, let us be grateful for 
what we have and be willing to share our homes with 
those who may not have one.   
  
Is this necessity, trust or stupidity?   
  
Rev Wendy Shaw   



ALPINGTON & YELVERTON  
PRE-SCHOOL 

 

Laughter & Learning for 2-5 yr olds 
 

Considerable care is taken by the staff each 
day to create a welcoming, child-friendly 

environment which enables children to play 
in comfort and maket choices in their play, 

consequently developing children’s 
independence.  (Ofsted) 

 

You are welcome to visit! 
 

Contact us on :07880 592862 or 
www.cottontailspreschool.co.uk 

 

 

We will be happy to put you on our waiting list - you 
can keep in touch with our activities and make your 

choice closer to your child’s pre-school age. 
 

OFSTED inspected and approved. Reg. Charity No. 1072330   

Need a Good Plumber? 
 

Top quality bathrooms and tiling. 
Installations, repairs and 

emergencies. 
Reliable, high quality service. 

 

A. Santander Plumbing 
 

Mobile:  07775 575796 
 

Tel:  01508 499283 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Fully insured.  Certificates issued 

NACS and HETAS approved 
 Chimneys, Flues, Appliances 
Bird, Rain and Downdraught 

Terminals fitted 

AMPLE CLEAN 
01603 666964 

 
 
 
 
 

ABBOTT & MURDOCH 
Ophthalmic and Dispensing Opticians 

Contact Lens Practitioners 
 

PORINGLAND 
 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 
 

Evening Clinic Mondays 
All facilities on ground floor 

 
OPENING HOURS 

 Mon . . .          9am - 1pm & 2 - 7.30pm 
 Tue - Fri . .      9am - 1pm & 2 -  5.00pm 
 Sat . . .            9am - 12.30pm  

 

4 The Street, Poringland 

Telephone: 01508 494670 

PEARL’S POOL 
Rockland St Mary Time Share Swimming Pool 

 

1 HOUR SWIMMING SLOTS AVAILABLE 
 

WATER VERY WARM TO SUIT BABIES 
AND SENIOR SWIMMERS 

 

TABLE TENNIS AND CHILD PLAY AREA 
 

Ring Pearl on 

01508 538104 
www.pearlspool.co.uk 

 

Email: pearlspool@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 

Computer 
Services 

 

Home visits 
Installations. Internet and email set-up 
Hardware and Software upgrades 

Basic computing tuition 
Virus removal 

 

Paul Hartley 
07866 426298  or  01508 491824 

cs@paulhartley.co.uk 

CHRIS JACOBS 
PEST CONTROL SERVICE 

 

Rats and mice,  
rabbits, wasps, ants, etc 

 

Mobile: 07808 484144 

ROCKLAND 
WINDOWS, DOORS & REPAIRS 

 

Replacement 
‘uPVC’ ‘Wood’  
or ‘Aluminium’ 

Windows  
and Doors etc 

 

Replacement sealed units 
Insurance work undertaken 

 

FASCIAS  *  BARGEBOARDS  
GUTTERING  *  CLADDING  
SOFFITS & DOWNPIPES 

 

All Carpentry work and roof repairs 
 

Mark Clayton, 87 The Street 
Rockland St Mary, Norwich 

 

Tel: 01508 538757 
Mobile: 07710 124949 
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B-Spoked Cycles 
Mobile Cycle Repairs,  
Sales and Servicing 

 
Based in Bergh Apton and covering the 

surrounding area 
I come to you and repair your bike on the 
spot or I will it collect and return it later 

Contact Paul on 07905 857767 or 
B-spoked@hotmail.com or 

www.b-spoked.co.uk 

The Hollies Classroom 
Loddon (01508 520286 

www.loddonnurseryschool.co.uk 
 

Open 8am - 6pm 
for 0 - 5 year olds 

 

Funded places available 
 

Full and part days available 
 

Holiday club  
for 2 - 9 year olds 

 

Please telephone Jayne White  
for further information  
or to arrange  
a visit 

 
01508 520286  

S. J. Brown 
Plumbing and Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
All domestic plumbing and heating 

work undertaken, including: 
 

Bathroom Installations 
Power Flush 

Central Heating systems 
 

For a fast, friendly & reliable service 
 

call Steve on 01508 538761 
Mobile 07563532694 

1 to 1 Tutors  
 
Piano and music 
theory, all grades, 
GCSE music  
 
English, Maths, Biology,  
Chemistry, Physics, 
Classical Greek,  
Key Stages 1-3,  
11+ and 13+  
GCSE, IGCSE,  
A level Biology, Chemistry  
 

Highly qualified teachers, years of 
experience, outstanding results,  

CRB checked  
 

01508 495474  
  

gdyears@uwclub.net  
 

www.1to1tutorsnorwich.co.uk 

La Belle Heather 
SRH 

HAIR STYLIST 
 

Friendly service 
 

Individual attention 
 

Heather is working 
from her home 

 
WESTFIVE, MILL ROAD, 

BERGH APTON, NORWICH 
NR15 1BQ 

 
TEL: (01508) 480459 

SWEEPOUT 
 

Woodburner and Liner 
installer 

 

Chimney building, repointing. 
 

Hearths and fireplaces. 
 

All types of flues installed 
 

Sweeping and servicing 
 

Thatch and listed building 
chimney specialist 

 
 

01508 538825 
 

07816 662523 
 

garycox@sweepout.co.uk 

THURTON & ASHBY ST MARY 
PRE-SCHOOL 

  
Looking for stimulating OUTDOOR PLAY 

and indoor activities for your child  
then come and visit us. 

 
A FANTASTIC outdoor environment with 

Playroom and areas to explore  
will help your child (2 – 4 years) 

develop independence and 
co-operate with new friends. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Rated GOOD by Ofsted 
Monday & Thursday 9 – 12 
Tuesday & Friday 9 – 1.30 

Village Hall, Thurton NR14 6AX 
Sandra (01508) 480545   

www.thurtonpreschool.co.uk 
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Wednesday Fellowship  
 
Wednesday Fellowship, a meeting for ladies and men, is held in 
Alpington & Yelverton Village Hall from 2 - 4pm on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month.  We have Christian and secular speakers 
followed by tea, cake and fellowship. All are welcome. 
 
June 19th - Hannah Limbach and her Group speaking about their 
time in Kosovo. 
 
July 8th - Picnic/Outing.  Please telephone Jo Threadgold on 492656 
or Pat Barter on 493570 for times and details. 
 
In August there is no meeting, instead on Wednesday 19th The 
Friends Of Yelverton Church are holding a Coffee Morning (see 
Friends notice) 

Archdeacon's Charge  
 
This is  a picture (taken by Angie 
Broadberry) of Rev. Mandy Ansell 
with her supporter husband Brian! 
crossing the finishing line of the 
Archdeacon's Charge held at 
Houghton Hall on Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 4th. 
 
In case you are not aware, the 
Archdeacon's Charge was started 5 
years ago after the Archdeacon of 
Lynn's wife was involved in a very 
serious head on car crash resulting 
in serious life threatening injuries. 
Her life was saved through the 
quick response of Paramedics and 
the Air Ambulance.  
 
Every year since then, “The 
Charge” has been held in various 
locations and has grown from 60 
people attending to a crowd of over 500 this last time, with runners 
and walkers raising money through sponsorship for their local church 
and the Air Ambulance. 
 
All 3 Bishops attended and all walked at least one circuit with the 
Bishop of Norwich congratulating everyone as they finished and 
presenting them with a medal and goody bag. 
 
It was a fabulous day finishing with a picnic and eating ice creams 
while listening to the Aylsham Brass Band. 
 
Hopefully I will have raised over £120 whilst having fun, so a big thank 
you to all my sponsors and especially Brian for taking me there and 
walking alongside me.   
 
Mandy Ansell 

COOKIE AID 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 
 
For 5 years the Bramerton 
Group has been baking biscuits 
every month for Stoneham, 
Archway Housing Project Hostel 
in Norwich which shelters single 
girls and mothers. 
 
If you would like to join us in making some biscuits they would be 
very much appreciated. The biscuits will be taken to the hostel on: 
 

12th June 
10th July 
14th August 
11th September 
(2nd Friday of each month) 
 
Please deliver biscuits for the girls and mothers the day before  
those dates to ‘The Rectory’, 2 Rectory Lane, Rockland St Mary, 
NR14 7EY. 
 
For further details contact Rev John Shaw. Telephone:  01508 538619 
or email: revjohnshaw@gmail.com 

A Welcome Service For Chris 
Ellis  
 
Rev'd Chris Ellis, whose appointment as 
Rector of the Thurton Benefice was 
announced in the April/May edition of Eleven 
Says, is to be formally installed in his new 
post at a service in Bergh Apton Church at 
7.30pm on the evening of Tuesday 30th 
June 2015.  
 
There are two phases to this service whose 
origins lie in the Middle Ages but whose 
current form is comparatively recent. Chris 
will be instituted (given the 'cure of souls') by 
Bishop Alan, Bishop of Thetford, who will 
then invite the Venerable Stephen Betts, 
Archdeacon of Norfolk, to induct Chris into 'possession' of the Benefice. 
In this second phase of the service Chris is, in effect, given church 
buildings and a home to help in the task given by the Bishop.  
 
This impressive service of Institution and Induction, that includes 
welcomes by representatives of all the villages in the Benefice, marks 
the beginning of a new phase of ministry for Chris.  A new home and 
neighbours for Chris and his wife Melanie, and a new chapter in the life 
off his parishioners in the five villages within the Thurton Benefice.  
 
Thankfully, the seating capacity of Bergh Apton Church, at a little over 
200, should accommodate all the invited Clergy and Lay guests 
involved in the ceremonial and, as well, those of our Church Group who 
would like to attend. We look forward to seeing those of you who would 
like to be there.  

Songs of Praise 
 
Join us for a celebration of all that is good.  
 
Come and find peace in our beautiful church. 
 
Or simply enjoy the hymns, songs and readings. 
 
6 pm on Sunday 26th July,  
 
St Ethelbert’s Church, Thurton 
 
Further details from Chris Limbach, 480440. 
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Ladies’ organisations 
Ashby & Thurton WI 
First Thursday each month at 7.30pm 
Alpington, Bergh Apton & Yelverton TWIG 
First Wednesday each month at 7.30pm 

Rockland St Mary WI 
Second Tuesday each month at 7.30pm 
Surlingham WI 
First Thursday each month at 7.30pm 

Quite a crowd of ladies greeted aptly named Mr. Holdstock who came 
to talk to the Alpington & Bergh Apton & Yelverton Women's 
Independent Group about 'The corner Shop" on April 1st. The surprise 
was that the corner shop turned out to be Harrods of London. Tales of 
special, some of them Royal, customers and their quirky ways kept us 
amused. One would not have normally assumed that the job was so 
very entertaining.  
 
On 6th May TWIG ladies were treated to the most well prepared and 
illuminating talk by Mr. Brian Bugg, kindly supported by his technical 
assistant Barrie Hutchins, on the subject of History of Education. You 
could tell that the gentleman used to be a headmaster. He was so clear 
and to the point. His slides underlined the story he was telling us. A 
most enjoyable evening.  

Alpington, Bergh Apton & Yelverton TWIG 

LODDON FLOWER CLUB  
 

Diary dates for 2015 
 
2nd June - Adele Kent  The Flower Club Committee  
 

14th July - Terrie Potter A World of Flowers  
                   COMPETITION - My Garden PETITE 
 

1st Tuesday of every month from 7.30pm at Hobart High School, Loddon.   
All welcome. 

Gentlemen, you are cordially invited to a 
Mid-Day Mardle 

 

An opportunity for men to quench their thirst for good company and 
conversation, share good food, and, perhaps, to take a glass of something. 

 
 
 
 

The Ferry House, Surlingham 
 

Wednesdays 3rd June, 1st July, 5th August 
(Normally 1st Wed each month) anytime between 12 and 2pm 

 
 

New members are always given a warm welcome.  
 

Any questions, please contact David Fairbourn on 01508 538437, or 
email surlingham.midday.mardle@gmail.com   

In February Lynton Johnson gave a most interesting talk on Norwich & 
Norfolk during World War 1. 
 
The speaker for March interested members with the history and work of 
the East Anglia Air Ambulance.  
 
The April meeting opened in the usual way with the minutes being 
distributed around the hall and a programme of events detailing the 
various outings and events for the coming month. Members from other 
Institutes had been invited to this meeting and there was a trading stall 
and an amazing selection of refreshments.  
 
The speaker for April was Bob Lloyd who entertained the audience with 
tales about his occupation as a Toastmaster as well as mentioning his 
other tasks such as acting as Father Christmas and as a Town Crier.  

Thurton, Ashby St Mary & District WI 

Rockland St Mary & District WI 
 
If you live in Rockland St Mary or surrounding villages why not join our 
local WI. We are a mix of ages and, apart from interesting talks, we 
always have something to do like darts, tenpin bowling, craft tuition, 
plus, of course, the social aspect with teas and cakes.  
 
At our meeting on June 9th there is a talk on Tortoises. We meet in the 
Margaret Mack Room on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
We will be part of the Village Festival with exhibitions of craft and WI 
history. 

At our 'All 4 Sunday' service on 26th April the south aisle of St. Mary's, 
Yelverton, was transformed to the beach beside the Sea of Galilee with 
the help of a blue tarpaulin, some sand and a barbecue.  
 

At this service, which is especially for the 
young and the young-at-heart, we thought 
of the resurrection appearances of Jesus.  
 
Using the chancel as the upper room, we 
walked to the west end of the church as 
we remembered the story of the road to 
Emmaus and gathered there to break and 
share bread. We then headed to the 
'beach' where we recreated Jesus's 
breakfast with the disciples with bread, 
fish fingers and chipolatas. Not very 
biblical, perhaps, but an enjoyable end to 
the service.  
 

 
Chris Mallett can be seen in the 
Christ-like role of the cook, and 
Katy and Harry Mallett were two 
of the readers of the Bible 
narratives.  
 
Our next 'All 4 Sunday' service 
will be on 28th June at 4.00 pm. 
in St. Mary's Church, Yelverton, 
everybody is welcome to this 
lively and varied service.  

Yelverton 'All 4 Sunday' service 

A3 printer for 
sale 
 

Due to an upgrade the Eleven 
Says printer has been replaced 
and this HP DeskJet 9800 colour 
inkjet is open to offers of around 
£50. It’s ideal for A3 posters, etc. 
 

If you’re interested please call 
Angie (Yeomans) on 538131. 



From the Registers 
FUNERALS , BURIALS, CREMATIONS,INTERMENT OF ASHES 
15/03/15       Brenda PULFORD  (82)                                          Surlingham 
04/03/15       Brenda Anne HAWES  (74)                                     Bramerton 
09/04/15       Bertram DAINES  (93)                                             Surlingham 
18/04/15       David ELEMENT  (84)                                             Carleton St Peter 
21/04/15       Ivy ALDRIDGE                                                         Rockland St Mary 
                     (Interment of ashes) 
22/04/15       Roger SIMMONS  (69)                                            Kirby Bedon  
11/05/15       Ian Roger STEWARD                                              Ashby St Mary 
13/05/15       Elizabeth Rosalie FORD (73)                                  Surlingham 
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Brenda Anne Hawes, 1941 - 2015  
 

Extracts from tributes at her Service of Thanksgiving 
held in St Peter’s Church, Bramerton. 
 
Brenda made a tremendous contribution to Bramerton. She served on 
the Parish Council for almost 20 years, being the Chairman for 4 years 
and Vice-chairman for three periods totalling a further 9 years. Whilst 
she was in the Chair, Bramerton celebrated the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee, the management of the Village Pond was improved to reduce 
flooding across the Street, the bus shelter was replaced after major 
damage in a gale, the management of the Site of Special Scientific 
Interest on the Common was agreed with English Nature (Natural 
England), and 30 mph speed limits were extended in the village.  
 
Brenda liked Council meetings to finish on time and would do her 
best to achieve it. She was good at listening and connected well with 
people, bringing their views and concerns to the Council. At one 
Parish Council meeting Brenda was very excited to inform the 
Council that Great Crested Newts had been found in the Recreation 
Ground Pond, which was typical of her love for nature. She then set 
out a plan for making the Pond a better environment for newts.  
 
Brenda was also Tree Warden for the whole of the time on the Council 
and was very proud of her training. She instigated many tree planting 
initiatives in Bramerton. Trees and hedges were planted on the 
Common and on the Recreation Ground as well as along certain road 
verges. Good use was made of saplings provided by South Norfolk 
Council each November. However planting trees in November can be 
a dirty business, yet Brenda managed to assemble and play her part in 
working parties of volunteers. 
 
Brenda also played an important role in the life of St Peter's Church 
and gave substantial support to her husband, Christopher, the Church 
Warden. She put her flower arranging skills to good use in the Church 
and played a leading part in decorating the Church for major festivals. 
Her interest in the theatre, drama and poetry was channelled not only 
into her own readings in services but also into poetry events in the 
Church to bring people together and to raise money for church funds. 
There have also been raffles at Harvest Lunches, stalls at Coffee 
Mornings, Christmas cards, which she made and sold for Church 
funds, and hospitality at Squirrels Drift Bar-B-Q's.  
 
Bramerton has much to remember and thank her for. 
 

Geoff Shaw 

Geoff has talked about all that Brenda did for this village, but her 
generosity of spirit went even further than that: Brenda was a born 
teacher, it had been her great passion during her working life when she 
taught at Woodside, Wensum View, Lakenham and Heartsease Middle 
School, so when Christine Wheeler asked Brenda to teach people how 
to speak out in church when they were reading the lesson or saying the 
prayers, Brenda jumped at the chance. I had expected that we would 
simply be taught how to project our voices in a fairly boring way, but 
that was to radically underestimate Brenda’s talents. She had us all 
acting the part of the witches in the witches’ scene from Macbeth!  
 
Brenda loved drama and for 17 years was schools’ liaison officer 
working with Dick Condon at Norwich Theatre Royal. She also took a 
leading role in the Bramrocks for many years.  
 
I think Brenda would want to say to us today: 
 

Miss Me, But Let Me Go 
 

When I come to the end of the road, 
and the sun has set for me. 
I want no tears in a gloom filled-room, 
Why cry for a soul set free? 
Miss me a little, but not too much 
and not with your head bowed low. 
Remember the love that we once shared, 
Miss me, but let me go. 
 

For this is a journey we all must take 
and each must go alone; 
It is all part of God's perfect plan 
A step on the road to home. 
When you are lonely and sick of heart 
go to the friends that we know 
and bury your sorrows in doing good 
Miss me, but let me go. 
 

Shelagh Sweeney 

June 9th 597 is the anniversary of 
the death of St Columba who 
founded the monastery on Iona. 
 
Columba was born in Donegal, 
Ireland, and entered the 
monastery of St Finnian as a 
young man with the name Colum 
('the dove'). He spent 15 years 
preaching and teaching in Ireland 
and founded a number of 
monasteries. He was skilled at 
illuminating Biblical texts and it 
was alleged that he made a copy 
of the Psalms from the edition 
belonging to Finnian.  
 
Columba's model for reaching 
people has a lot to say to us 
today. In contrast to our one-to-
one evangelism, he used a team 
approach to reach people in a 
settlement. He would establish a 
community by inviting seekers to 
join, or by bringing them into a 
community of faith. Within this 
fellowship, those seeking faith 
could engage in conversation, 

The U in JesUs  
 
Before U were thought of or time had begun,  
God even stuck U in the name of His Son.  
 
And each time U pray, you'll see it's true  
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U  
 
You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name,  
For U, He was born; that's why He came.  
 
And His great love for U is the reason He died.  
It even takes U to spell crUcified.  
 
Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand  
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?  
 
The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,  
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.  
 
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,  
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.  
 
"Now go into the world and tell them it's true  
That the love I have shown is not just for U."  
 
So many great people are spelled with a U,  
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?  
 
It all depends now on what U will do,  
He'd like them to know,  
But it all starts with U.  
 

ministry, prayer, and worship. In 
time, they would be invited to 
commit their lives to Christ.  
 
This approach is similar to 
courses like Alpha or Christianity 
Explored, which have proved 
very effective today.  
 
Columba died in 597 AD aged 
76. He left behind a flourishing 
network of monasteries giving 
Iona a central place in the Celtic 
Church which continues today.  
 
'Be a bright flame before me, 0 
God, a guiding star above me. 
Be a smooth path below me, a 
kindly shepherd behind me 
today, tonight and for ever. 
Alone with none but you, my 
God I journey on my way; what 
need I fear when you are near, 0 
Lord of night and day? More 
secure am I within your hand 
than if a multitude did round me 
stand. Amen.'  
(St Columba).  

St Columba – the man who brought 
Christianity to the UK 

J 
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SEETHING WWII CONTROL TOWER  
 

Open Days 2015  
 
Sunday June 7th  
Sunday July 5th  
Sunday August 2nd  
Sunday September 6th (Charity Day) 
This is a chargeable event but admission to 
the Tower is free. 
  

Sunday October 4th  
 

Open 10 am – 5 pm 
  

Refreshments Available, Admission and Parking Free. All Welcome  
 
www.seethingtower.org  
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Buckenham Sailing Club 
 
Buckenham sailing Club has 
started its sailing season and 
welcome new members. 
 
FREE membership is offered 
to those aged up to 18 years 
this season. 
 
Since the flood defence work 
last year the club has a very 
smart new patio area. Why not 
come and join us? You will be 
made most welcome. 
 
Contact: Mike Spencer, 01508 538386,  mike.spencer@mypostoffice.co.uk 
or Jackie Howard, 01603 880224,  jackie.howard@tesco.net 

WISEArchive 
Working Lives of Older People 

www.wisearchive.co.uk 
  

Working life stories of older people in Norfolk  
 
WISEArchive is a voluntary, oral history group which records the 
working life stories of older people from all over Norfolk.    
  
WISEArchive recognises that it’s vitally important to record the history 
of individual working lives. Through such stories, we can understand 
the huge social, economic and technical changes that occur in our 
society over time. If we don’t record these stories now, valuable and 
important memories are lost to us forever.  
  
Since 2005 WISEArchive has gathered many fascinating stories 
including those of former employees of some of Norfolk’s major 
companies. So if you would like to share your working life story please 
get in touch.  
  
WISEArchive is currently working on a new project. We wish to record 
the working life stories of former Colman employees as part of the 
recognition of Colman’s 200 year history and importance to Norwich. If 
you worked for them at some point, do please get in touch, your 
contribution will be valued. We plan to compile a book of the collected 
Colman stories and contributors will receive a copy.  
  
Your memories will go on the WISEArchive website along with many 
others that you can already read there. All the recordings go into the 
Sound Archive of the Norfolk Record Office.   
 
It is also possible to either email WISEArchive a written copy of your 
story or place it on the website. Old photographs and photographs of 
memorabilia are always welcome.  
  
If you would like to tell your story, obtain further details about 
WISEArchive or perhaps consider volunteering as a WISEArchive 
interviewer, please telephone 07413  445780 or email 
admin@wisearchive.co.uk.    Website: www.wisearchive.co uk   

Whistles for Wellbeing   
 
Discover the fun of informal group music-making sessions aimed 
specifically for adults with little or no prior musical experience. Learn 
to play a traditional penny whistle (simpler than a recorder) and open 
the door to music-making with friends, family and the community. No 
need to read music. Playing a penny whistle can help keep your 
finger joints supple, improve coordination and help with breathing.  It’s 
good fun, sociable and relaxing. 
 
Weekly sessions on Wednesday afternoon at Thurton Village Hall. 
Cost includes free refreshments. For more information contact Jo 
Poole (07814110784) or Email: whistlesforwellbeing@gmail.com 



NORFOLK SOCIETY 
AWARD WINNER 

G J STOKES 
NORFOLK REED THATCHER 

FREE ADVICE and ESTIMATES 

COUNCIL APPROVED.  COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

PEAR TREES, RECTORY LANE,  ROCKLAND ST MARY,  
NORFOLK. NR14 7EY 

 

Telephone: 01508 538267 
 

                               Email:  enquiries@gjstokes.co.uk 
 

                               Website:  www.gjstokes.co.uk 

 

Old School Building, Kirby Road,  
Kirby Bedon, Norwich. NR14 7DS   
www.johnhurrellandsons.co.uk 
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 Call Karen & Alan Tranter 
 

rocklandstmarypo@hotmail.com 

01508 538123 

Open seven days a week for all your local needs 
 

Daily supplies of fresh fruit and vegetables. Fresh bread baked locally 

Wide range of newspapers, magazines, stationery and greetings cards 

General groceries - Off Licence - Wide range of sweets, soft drinks and ice creams 

Electronic mobile phone top-ups - National Lotto - Photocopy facility 

We also take all major credit cards and offer cash back facilities 
 

Opening hours:  Monday - Saturday 8am - 8pm (Now open all day) 
Sunday 9am - 4pm  

Rockland St Mary 
Post Office, Stores 
and Tea Room 

Trevor Myhill 
Painter & Decorator 
 
Over 25 years experience 
(01508) 480657 
 
FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN - NO JOB TOO SMALL 

EUROs and DOLLARs now in stock.   Motor vehicle licence office.  
Free cash withdrawals from most major banks. 

Lawnmowers & Garden Machinery  
Sharpening, Service, Sales, Spares 

John Hurrell & Sons 

Reliable, Friendly, Family Business 

• Power Driven Petrol Mowers 
• New & Used Sales 
• Hedge Cutters, Chainsaws 
• Blower Vacs & All Garden Machinery 
• Shear Sharpening Service 

Prompt, Reliable, Professional Service With Over 40 years Experience.   
FREE Local Collection and Delivery.  Authorised Hayter Stockist and Service Dealer 

Calor Bottled 
Gas Stockist 

CALOR 

01508 492244 
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Village News 
Alpington & Yelverton 

CLUB CASCADE for the over 50’s 
 
 

16 June - Coffee morning in members garden. 
  

2 July - OUTING to Wisbech for the Rose Festival. Tickets are £12.00. 
We leave Alpington Village Hall at 9.30 am, and return approximately 
6.30 pm . 
  

21 July - The Sentinels of Time with David Payne 
  

Unless otherwise stated all meetings held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
2.00 – 4.00 pm, Alpington & Yelverton village hall, Church Road, 
Alpington. Raffle. Tea and biscuits served.  
  

Chairman – Eileen Minns 01508 494894 
Secretary – Pat Barter 01508 493570 

Bergh Apton 

Locals big litter pick success  
  
On Saturday 28 March 
the local community 
made a concerted effort 
to help reduce litter and 
improve the appearance 
of the local area by taking 
part in the Big Litter Pick 
2015.  
 
Nine adults concentrated 
on the lanes and 
roadsides throughout 
most of Alpington and 
Yelverton, collecting 20 
large sacks of litter and 
identified seven fly tipping sites. The valiant pickers had to segregate 
litter sacks into refuse and also recyclables, and take them to the 
Village Hall for later collection by South Norfolk Council who promoted 
this campaign.  The fly tipping included garden rubbish dumped and 
blocking ditches, many tyres and also a large tip of cardboard and 
rotting fruit and vegetables.  
  
Local organiser on behalf of the Parish Council, Kevin Gotts, said, 
“Once again a big thank you to the volunteers who gave up a Saturday 
morning to help make a difference to our lovely villages.  This activity 
helps protect the environment, as otherwise the rubbish gets grown 
over and remains there for years to come.”  
  
Report and Photo from Kevin Gotts  

CASCADE CLUB  
COFFEE MORNING 

 

Tuesday 16 June 2015 at 10.30 - 12.30 
 

Netherfield, Wheel Road, Alpington  
(almost opposite the school) 

 

Entry £3 (inc. coffee/tea and scone) in aid of club funds. 
 

Bric-a-brac.  Books.  Plants.  Raffle 

Bergh Apton Community Arts Trust 
 

The Candlemas Play, 2016 
 
Free workshops for this play:  Creative Writing workshops with Hugh 
Lupton to develop the script on Wednesdays 1, 8 and 15 July. These 
workshops will take place at Pat Mlejnecky’s home starting at 10 am 
and finishing at 12 ish. 
 
Lantern making workshop with Kate Munro on Saturday 10 October at 
Bergh Apton Village Hall from 10 am – 4 pm. Lunch and tea provided. 
 
Numbers for these Workshops are deliberately kept small. To take part 
a place must be reserved so if interested, and to see if a place is 
available, please ring Pat Mlejnecky 01508 480696. 
 
Making stars from reeds with Liz McGowan Saturday 14 November at 
Bergh Apton Village Hall from 10 am – 2 pm. This is a drop in 
workshop, no need to reserve a place, so come  at any time during 
these times, make your star and stay as long as you like! Tea and 
coffee provided. The stars will hang from the Church’s ceiling. 
 
For those taking part in the play, come and make costumes and props 
and enjoy what is going on in Bergh Apton Village Hall on Wednesday 
20 January 2016 starting at 1700. Bring any materials etc you need. 
 
There will be a filming workshop, if you are a techie this will interest 
you. Date to be decided as yet. 
 
Here’s looking forward to hearing from you.  

Bergh Apton & District Branch of The 
Children’s Society 
 
The recent box collection raised a total of £643.76. Thank you very 
much to all those who contributed.  
 
Anyone who is interested in having a Children’s Society box please 
contact Christine Ebbens: 01508 480729.  

Alpington & Bergh Apton C Of E VA 
Primary School  
 
Thursday 7th May saw the Grand Opening 
of the new school hall at Alpington & Bergh 
Apton Primary School by the Bishop of 
Norwich, the Right Reverend Graham 
James.  
 
A service giving thanks and celebrating the 
new building was well attended by parents 
and invited guests who were able to enjoy 
music and singing by the pupils as well as 
the splendid refreshments organised by 
parents.  
 
The building of the new hall is a tremendous success for the school as 
it offers additional space for PE, drama and whole school events such 
as Collective worship, performances for parents as well as dining and 
cooking facilities for the pupils.  
 
The extra amenities will continue 
to enhance the education of both 
local children and the community 
as we move into the 21st 
Century. The project also 
included a complete revamp of 
the school’s early year’s area 
and cloakroom facilities for the 
youngest children. The school 
has an excellent reputation for 
delivering high quality education 
and the new areas will enhance 
this further.  
 
Thanks were given to architect Tim Powter-Robinson and Gill Builders 
as well as to the Norwich Diocesan Board of Education who were able 
to secure 90% of the funding for the building via a fund for Voluntary 
Aided Schools. The remaining 10% was raised by donations. 
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Village News 
Bramerton 

Carleton St Peter 

Bramerton Bunglers nearly blew it! 
 

Hot off the press, news from the Bramerton Group Quiz.  
A very entertaining and good humoured event was held at Bergh Apton 
village hall, with teams from all around the Group. Wits and pencils 
were sharpened ready for the annual showdown. Our evening was 
expertly chaired with humour and pace, and with a range of questions 
to suit all.  
 
After a tense and exciting match, wrangles over obscure facts and all 
the Jokers played, the ‘electronic’ scoreboard was totted up for the final 
scores. Much to their surprise – and consternation - the Bramerton 
Bunglers were declared the victors. Aghast that their competitive 
natures had got the better of them and at the unexpected prospect of 
hosting the quiz in 2016, a recount was called for.  
 
Tense moments as the numbers were reviewed… to find Bergh Apton 
were indeed the victors once more. The Bunglers conceded their 
triumph with relief. 
 
Thanks Bergh Apton for hosting a smashing event with a lovely buffet. 
We shall look forward to coming a close second next year! 

TREASURE 
HUNT  

 

For walkers  
from Bramerton 

Village Hall  
 

Sunday 14th 
June.  

 
Starts from 2pm 

every 15 minutes until 
2.45pm  

 

Walk length about  
4 miles with clues to 

find and a prize to win  
 

Finish back at the hall 
for cream teas  

 

Cost of clues sheet 
£3 per team.  

 

Maximum 4 per team.  

The Bergh Apton Candlemas Play 2016 
 
On 28 April the Tribes of Ton gathered to hear what was next in store. 
(The Tribes of Ton were devised by Hugh Lupton during last year’s 
Cycle of Mystery Plays, Bergh ApTON, alpingTON, YelverTON, 
ThurTON, HellingTON, BramerTON, ClaxTON and CarleTON St. 
Peter. These tribes have close ties with Fram. Pigot, Ashby, 
Surlingham and Rockland.) 
 
At this recent gathering we realised, on hearing an outline of the 
proposed play, that it will be very different. It is still evolving and input 
from the Tribes will be helpful and welcome. At the moment there are 
two performances both in Bergh Apton Church at the end of January 
and the beginning of February so weather might be a challenge. 
Charlotte Arculus who will be directing the play was full of original ideas 
and technical wizardry. You may remember that there were three 
events shortlisted for the Norfolk Arts Theatre Education Award of 
which the Mystery Plays were one. Charlotte with her Theatre of 
Adventure in Great Yarmouth was a well deserved winner. If you 
Google it you can see what a sparky and imaginative group this is. She 
comes with a wealth of street and community theatre experience. It is 
obviously going to be great fun working with her plus an awakening of 
a rich seam of new ideas and community experience. 

The play is quite a different kettle of fish to last year’s plays and so it 
should be, we do not want to get in a rut. It is shorter, is performed 
inside at a different time of the year, there will be a much smaller cast; 
it will stand in its own right. It involves changes of mood, changes of 
light; all adding up to a magical hour. 
 
For the Mystery Plays the script was written for us but we have set 
ourselves a new challenge, we’re writing our own! With this in mind we 
have planned some workshops. You might only think you WRITE 
shopping lists or Christmas cards  so here’s a chance to have a go at 
something different. If you would like to be involved in this please get in 
touch with Pat Mlejnecky, 01508 480696 or e-mail p.mlej@btinternet.
com. Work shops are kept deliberately small so do let us know if you 
would like to join in. 
 
Also there’ll be workshops (see page 8) to make lanterns and stars and 
film clips. They’ll be open to all. And we’re calling all bakers of cakes 
the start of the Great Bergh Apton Bake-off.  
 
It’s going to be an exciting time. If you would like to have an idea of the 
play we can send you an outline as it stands at the moment but 
knowing Charlotte it will get even more exciting. She has a head full of 
ideas for the play, shadow puppets, humanettes, the church walls grow 
trees, the cutty wren flies, bees buzz among the trees. Can’t wait! 
 
YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU. Actors, Musicians, Practical Doers, 
Helpers. If you’re interested, keep an eye on Bergh Apton’s website, 
www.berghapton.org.uk, or you can ask any of the Tribes of Ton who 
came to the meeting or you can contact Pat Mlejnecky 01508 480696 
p.mlej@btinternet.com  
  
It’d be great if you want to get involved – old or young, newcomers or 
long-sufferers, beauty or beastly! Please do! 
 
Christopher Meynell 

The PCC would like to thank everybody who decorated the church for 
Easter, the flowers looked beautiful. Thank you also to the Rev. John 
Shaw for a lovely service. 
 
Future events 
Saturday August 1st and Sunday August 2nd - Musicals and 
Flowers by Friends of the Church from 10.30 am to 5 pm on both days 
and a Church Service on the Sunday at 11 am. There will be a tombola 
and light refreshments will be available. 
 
Saturday October 10th - Harvest Supper in Carleton St Peter & 
Claxton village hall at 7.30 pm. Food by Lynton Johnson and 
entertainment by the Thurton & Bergh Apton Players. There will also be 
a raffle. Tickets are £12.50 each. Please telephone 01508 480325 to 
book your seat.  
 
Wednesday November 25th - Cookery demonstration by Lynton 
Johnson. Raffle, coffee/tea and biscuits. Tickets £6.50. Please call 
01508 480325 to book.  
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Claxton Rockland St Mary 

Village News 

Claxton & Carleton 
St Peter Social Club  
 

Saturday June 27th - 
WADDO 
 

Friday July 3rd Joining 
evening - Susan James 
 
Entertainment evenings last 
Saturday of every month except 
August. Why not join the Social 
Club? Membership is only £4 per 
year.  
 
Come along to the village hall 
7pm any Friday evening to find 
out more. The bar is open Friday 
and Saturday evenings.  

News and Events 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
braced unspring-like weather to 
support our Easter Fayre in 
March. Easter themed craft 
activities, tombola, book sale, 
cake and produce stall, the sale of 
teas, coffees and delicious home-
made cakes resulted in a total of 
£158.45. Thank you to everyone 
who donated cakes, produce, 
raffle and tombola prizes and 
helped on the day.  
 
July 4th - It’s Quiz Night in the 
village hall and, if previous Quiz 
Nights are anything to go by, it 
promises to be another very 
enjoyable evening. Teams will 
consist of 6 people. If you cannot 
get a team of 6 together, do come 
along and we can organise you 
into a team on the night. Tickets 
are £8 per head with a delicious 
two course meal included. Drinks 
will be available to buy at the bar 
and there will be a raffle.  
 
We would like people to arrive 
from 7pm for a prompt start at 
7.30pm. As we expect demand to 
be high, please ring Lesley 
Hamblin on 01508 480422 to book 
your place and for further details.   
 
Watch this space for details of 
future events for autumn and 
winter which we are already 
planning!  

St Andrew’s Church Claxton 

Country Dancing 
with Small Fry  

 
LIVE MUSIC & Caller  

at  
Claxton Village Hall  

 
Saturday 20th June 2015  

7.15 for 7.30pm  
 

Licensed Bar, Wholesome Food 
 

Tickets £10 – (children £5) 
available from 

J Dix 01508 480693 or  
L Wright 01508 480594  

 
(or on the door, but it would be helpful to 

know numbers for catering) 

Rockland Broad Drama 
 
Four people were 
rescued from a 
sinking rowing 
boat on Rockland 
Broad one 
afternoon in April.  
 
The boat got into 
difficulties in the 
shallow part of the 
broad. Apparently 
it hit an underwater 
stake that made a 
hole in the 60 year 
old timber boat and the passengers ended up in muddy water that 
came up to their waists. 
 
The incident could have been much more serious if a Broad's Authority 
boat had not come quickly to their rescue. Broad's Authority Ranger 
Edgar Hoddy pulled the family to safety and managed to save most of 
their belongings. The family was shaken but unharmed. Only two of the 
four people were wearing life jackets and if help had not come quickly 
who knows what might have happened. The incident shows the 
importance of wearing life jackets at all times on water and to stay 
within the marked channels. The family have now bought more life 
jackets. 
  
The fire brigade attended the scene and were ferried out to the drama 
in the good ship BLOT. 

RSM Gardening 
Club 
 
We are now into our 
summer garden visits which 
are always much enjoyed. 
Our visit on May 28th is to 
the Dutch House in Ludham 
and in June we visit Manor 
Farm at Coston.  
 
Our meetings are held on 
the 4th Thursday in the 
month. For outings we meet 
at 6.30 pm in the car park 
next to the Parish Room. 
We will have our annual 
Summer Show as part of the 
Festival.  

RSM Village Festival  
 

Our village Festival is on Saturday and 
Sunday, 27th and 28th June.  
 

Exhibitions of WI Centenary and local 
craft by the WI will be in the Margaret 
Mack Room. The Church will host an 
exhibition of Past Times. The Gardening 
Club have their annual Summer Show 
with plant sales. There will be 15 open 
gardens, a host of scarecrows and 
garage sales. Teas and cakes on offer 
throughout the village and some 
strawberries.  
 

Admission to all events will be by 
programme, £2.50 per adult, available in 
the shop and around the village nearer 
the time. Come and join us. 

Past Times In Rockland Church 
 
As part of the Rockland St Mary Village Festival over the weekend of 
June 27th/28th this year. Rockland church is staging an exhibition of 
living history by displaying items that many will remember perhaps in 
their parents/grandparents or even their own homes. 
 
We would welcome loans of domestic and household/gardening/
newspaper articles/photos/or music items, anything that will bring back 
memories of past times for others to appreciate and enjoy. 
 
All your precious items will be carefully handled and looked after and 
the church will be locked when no one is manning it. 
 
Please contact Jean Carr on 538260 or Mandy Ansell 538654 if you 
have items you would like to be displayed. 
 
To bring the Village Festival to a close there will be a “Songs of Praise” 
on the Sunday evening at 6.30pm. Everyone is very welcome to come 
along from the Benefice and Group. 

Hellington and Rockland St Mary 
Community Reserve  
  
Spring has well and truly arrived on the Reserve. We saw the first 
orchid leaves on 2nd May; the hedge has sprung into leaf; we heard 
the first cuckoo two weeks earlier and identified much flora and fauna 
to expand the survey started in March.  
  
We have received a positive survey report from Norfolk Wildlife Trust. 
The area that was surveyed is of considerable wildlife interest, meeting 
the selection criteria for County Wildlife Sites in Norfolk, and it has 
therefore been added to the CWS register. This recognises the area as 
being among the best remaining wildlife areas in Norfolk, outside of 
legally protected sites. Currently a management plan is being compiled 
with the support of an Easton College Student.  
  
A permanent bridge, sign boards and compost toilet are to be installed 
this spring and we look forward to picnics, surveys and yoga on the 
reserve. However, we will need help to remove ragwort and to keep the 
paths cut.  
  
In April a drawing event was 
held and a willow weaving 
workshop led by Jane Frost 
produced good basketwork 
and a screen for the 
Reserve that acts as a 
landmark or meeting place.  
 

Philip Halstead,  
Chair  
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Surlingham Thurton 

Village News 

Thurton Holiday Club 
 

Our annual Holiday Club starts at 10am on Monday 3rd August and 
runs for five days before finishing with a special service at 11am on 
Sunday 9th August. 
 
It takes place at Ashby and Thurton Village Hall and is for all 5 - 11 
year olds (on 31/08/15) 
 
For more details and to book a place contact  Angie (480477) or 
Rosalind (480440).  

Rockland St. Mary and Surlingham 
Community Action Group  
  
Another successful year for the community action group. Our organised 
events have all been well attended. Some 35 people enjoyed our rook 
ramble, we have over 20 who regularly enjoy Bossel, our willow 
workshops were well attended as was the drawing event at the 
Community Reserve in Hellington.  
 
The Surlingham Bossel team, with the help of some of Rockland's 
residents, won by a huge margin, enjoying a delicious meal at the Gull 
and ensuring Surlingham is the first name on the trophy. On Sunday 
27th September another hard fought Bossel competition will blow away 
the holiday cobwebs.  
  
Surlingham village fete will be on the school playing field on the 1st. 
Saturday in September.  
 
On October 16th and 18th. we will entice local talents with another 
drawing event to the Reserve and Staithe. The 8th November is 
earmarked for the next successful Rook Ramble through the local 
countryside. Monday December 28th during the winter holidays the 
'spirited' Xmas Bossel will again combat our calories intake.  
 
In 2016 we will try and engage more of you, our sole aim. All of our 
activities will be advertised on posters further to the date. Please feel 
free to come to any of our open meetings, should you want to organise 
an event, or have ideas for a future event.   
  
Our next Community action group meeting is at 7.30pm, Tuesday 29th 
September hosted by Jane Paterson, 27 The Street.  Best wishes to 
all in Surlingham, Bramerton and Rockland St. Mary who enjoyed our 
past activities. from the RASCAG team.   
 
Ingo W. 

Surlingham Primary School 
Walnut Hill, Surlingham, Norwich NR14 7DQ   
Tel/Fax: 01508 538214 
E-mail: office@surlingham.norfolk.sch.uk   
Website: www.surlinghamschool.co.uk 
 

Job Vacancy  
Cleaner & Caretaker 
 
20 hours per week (7.30am to 8.30am and 3.30pm to 6.30 pm – 
Monday to Friday). Term time + 5 weeks 
 

Cleaner: 15 hours (£6.99 - £7.05 per hour).  
 

Caretaker: 5 hours (£7.43 - £8.26 per hour) 
 
Surlingham Primary School is seeking a hardworking, practical person 
to join our premises team. The successful applicant will be involved in 
all aspects of cleaning, maintaining and caring for our premises, as 
well as key holder. (Some lifting will be required).  
 
If you have practical experience or DIY skills, able to understand and 
act upon Health and Safety issues but most importantly enjoy being 
part of a team, taking part in school life and helping ensure the school 
site is safe, secure and tidy; we would be keen to hear from you. 
 
Subject to the completion of a satisfactory probationary period and 
DBS checks this is a permanent position. For further details and an 
application form please contact Ms Rosemary Kett, Acting Executive 
Head Teacher at the school. 
 
Surlingham Primary School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff to share this 
commitment. 

Tea Afternoons 
 

The next Tea Afternoon is on Monday 22nd June,  
2 - 4.30pm at Thurton & Ashby Village Hall.  
 
We are so pleased that the tea afternoons are going strong . . . must 
be the good company!  It’s really great that so many men come along 
too. So if you’re thinking of coming along for the first time, do give us a 
try . . . we are there with the kettle on.  Just call in for a cup of tea, 
there are cakes, you can catch up with old friends and make new ones! 
 
Tea afternoons 'happen' every six weeks or so and if you want more 
information contact Angie on 01508 480477 or Rosalind 01508 
480440. 

Thurton Primary School - 
OUTSTANDING in all areas! 
 
The staff and governors are proud and humbled to be graded as 
outstanding in every area. Ofsted inspectors said the school had met 
every single part of the outstanding judgement in the Ofsted 
framework! 
 
I was particularly pleased that the school’s work to keep pupils safe 
and secure was judged to be outstanding. Inspectors stated that the 
broad, balanced and superbly enriched curriculum promotes effective 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and provides valuable 
opportunities for pupils to experience life beyond Thurton, including a 
residential to London. This ensures that pupils not only appreciate and 
understand fundamental British values – they live by them and develop 
an excellent understanding about life in modern Britain. 
 
The school was particularly proud that the behaviour of the pupils was 
judged to be outstanding. Inspectors found them to be polite, well-
mannered, respectful and extremely keen to talk to inspectors about 
their work and school life generally.  
 
They are exceedingly confident 
young people but at the same 
time they demonstrate humility 
and celebrate their own and 
each other’s achievements with 
equal pride. The children live up 
to their value statement of doing 
my best, being my best and 
trying my best. 
 
Parents are thrilled as well, and many have told the staff that they 
weren’t really surprised as Thurton Primary is such a lovely place to 
come.   
 
On behalf of the staff and governors I would like to thank the school 
community for the continued support to ensure that Thurton was able to 
become the best school it could be at this time: now we aim to be even 
better!  
 
Enjoy, Achieve, Believe. 
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Robert Clough 
Carpenter/Joiner 

 
The local service for ALL your 

carpentry/joinery needs,  
and MORE!! 

 
Specialists in purpose made windows and 
doors for period and listed properties 
 

Prompt, reliable and fully qualified 
 

A local company, established 1988 
 

All aspects of carpentry and joinery work 
undertaken 
 

Ceramic tiling and domestic plumbing 
 

Suppliers and fitters of high quality kitchens 
and bathrooms 
 

01508 493711 
www.robertclough.co.uk 

M A Blackburn 
Tel: 01508 548432 

www.blackburnlandscaping.co.uk 
 

Fencing and Gates 
Garden, Field and 

Commercial 
 

Landscaping/Gardens 
Brickweave, Block paving, Slabs 

& Patios, Shingle/Gravel 
Driveways Garden renovation  

or one off tasks 
 

Mini digger with driver available 
for hire 

 

Member of the Guild of  
Master Craftsmen 

 

Fully insured and 
References available 

RUSSELL PHIPPS 
 

Phone:  
 

07764 413910  
or 

01508 493143 
 

For  
 

Plumbing, Tiling, Kitchen 
and Bathroom Fitting 

 
Home Maintenance 

 
Email:  

HomeMaintenance@deeptech.fsnet.co.uk 

YOUNGS  FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

of  LODDON 
 

19 Bridge Street 

ELAINE SMITH 
Hon  FLCM  GLCM  LLCM  (TD) (Dup), 

ALCM (Trip), Dip LCM  
 

Specialist  
     Music  
         Tuition 
� Piano 
� Recorder 
� Flute 
� Keyboard 
� History 

� Saxophone 
� Electric Organ 
� Clarinet 
� Theory 

Consultations and Accompaniment  
for Examinations and Auditions 

Member of ISM British Flute Society 
 

Federation of Adjudicators and Senior Examiner 
and Wind Specialist for LCM 

The White Homestead,  
Bramerton. NR14 7DP 

Tel:  01508 538215 

UK Water Services 
Specialists in Water Softening 

& Filtration 
 

Water Softeners: 
 

Not as BIG as you think they are! 
 

Call us for a quotation  
to install a new system 

or upgrade your existing unit. 
 

Competitive rates to Rent or Buy 
 

For all your Salt, Servicing  
and Filter needs call: 

 
01603 713606 

Independent Funeral Directors 
 

Details of Prepayment  
Funeral Plans by  
Golden Charter  

available on request 
 

Memorials   
Supplied 

 
Telephone: 

01508  528274 

Jon de Gray - Carpenter & Joiner 
9 Walnut Hill, Surlingham, Norwich NR14 7DQ 

 
Telephone: 01508 538075 

 

Mobile: 07792002172 
 

Email: jondegray@hotmail.com 
 

www.jondegray.co.uk 
 

 
 

General Repairs &  Maintenance 
 

Doors: Internal & External 
 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
 

Floor & Wall Tiling 
 

Painting & Decorating 
 

No Job Too Small ! 

S J Brown 
Registered Solid Fuel Installer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

z Stoves        z Wet & Dry Systems 
z Cookers      z Chimney Linings 
z Boilers        z Internal & External 
                               Flues 
                          

Tel: Steve      01508 538761 
or Mobile:     07563532694

         

‘Applebee’ 
Rockland St Mary 
01508 538231 

 
 

Beekeeping equipment, 
courses and advice 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Local Honey for sale 

 

Selection of local grown fruit and 
vegetables available 

 

Contact: 
Ruth and John Everett 



 
eastern 
                           . . . going your way . . . 

 
Pre-booked Private Hire Taxi  

 

Local - Airport - Weddings - Corporate  
 

01508 495660 
  

www.easternchauffeur.com  
 

e-mail: info@easternchauffeur.com 
 

4 - 6- 8 seater vehicles  
 

Licensed by South Norfolk Council  
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  Kingdom  
                       landscapes 

 

Individual or whole landscaping projects 
 
For a free no obligation quote, please call with your enquiry. 
 
z Patios z Paths z Driveways z Walls z Fencing z Decking  
z Water features z Turfing z Clearance and renovation  
z General construction work 
 

Contact:  Darren Barnes, Nunns Cottage, Framingham Pigot, Norwich 
 
For quality landscaping services call 07979724438 or 01508 495588 

Surlingham Timeshare 
Swimming Pool 
 
Are you interested in having an indoor heated 
swimming pool exclusively for yourself, family or 
friends?  If so, please ring (01508) 538206.   
3, 6 or 12 monthly bookings for weekly slots available, 
also one offs. Open seven days a week 6.30am - 10pm.   
 
We are situated 6 miles SE of Norwich between Surlingham and Rockland St Mary. 
 
Producers of Yare Valley Rapeseed Oil. To order: 01508 538206 or go to  
www.yarevalleyoils.co.uk 

David Driver 
Property and Garden Services 

CHURCH LANE, SURLINGHAM, NORWICH, NORFOLK, NR14 7DF 
Tel: 01508 538379    Mobile: 07501 467449 

 

For all types of property maintenance fencing, paving, turfing, 
drains, driveways and patios designed and constructed. 

 

Garden and building materials supplied and delivered. 
 

Digger and tipper lorry with driver and small tool hire. 

 



David Spinks C.D.T  
Dip CDT     RCS Eng 

GDC No. 131616 
FGDP     RDT     MDTA  

 

New dentures chrome or acrylic 
Same day denture repairs  

Call anytime for a free 
consultation appointment  

 

Tel: 01508 538230 
  

3, Grange Farm Barns,  
The Street, Bramerton  

David Smith 
Property Maintenance  

and Handy Man  
 

Painting and Decorating. Kitchen and 
Bathroom Fitting. Wall and Floor 
Tiling. Laminate Flooring. Door 
Hanging. Skirting Boards Fitted. 

Locks Opened and Replaced. Small 
Plumbing Repairs and Much More.  

All Jobs Considered. 
 

Tel: 01508 480396 
 

Mob: 07895004976 

Dog Grooming Services 
 

One 2 One.  
  

Collection possible. 
 

All breeds,  
competitive prices,  
30 years experience. 

 

Call Veronica 
  

01508 538363 
(Rockland St Mary) 

See The Difference!! 
Domestic Cleaning Services 

EVERYDAY HOUSEWORK 
(WEEKLY/ FORTNIGHTLY CLEANS) 

SPRING CLEANS, WASHING & IRONING 
Let us do the jobs you don’t want 

to... 
All our staff are trained, insured & CRB checked 
Tel: 07725 162424 or 01508 520994 

REPAIRER, CONSERVER AND MAKER OF CLOCKS 

Richard Simmonds MBHI 

Qualified, experienced craftsman 
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE. ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

 

01508 548085 
www.clockmaking.co.uk 

 
3 The Raveningham Centre, Beccles Road, Raveningham, NORWICH. NR14 6NU 
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PAWS & 
CLAWS 
Grooming 

A complete dog grooming 
service with kindness and care 
All breeds welcome - Trimming 
Grooming & Shampooing - Nail 

Clipping - Ear Cleaning 
Telephone Jane on 

01508 538757 

A W PLASTERING 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PLASTERING NEEDS  
 

 
Domestic & Commercial 

Plastering 
 

Call ADAM  
  

Tel:  01508 480014 
 

Mobile:  07733 107339  
 
 

SPECIALISTS IN 
 
 

z  PLASTERING              
 
z  COVERING ARTEX 
 
z RENDERING   
 
z  PAINTING & DECORATING  

Martin Epps - Electrician 
NICEIC Approved Contractor 

 

(Part P Certified) 
 

All types of electrical work 
undertaken:  

 
New Installations 

Domestic - Industrial 
Alterations - Rewires 

Free Estimates 
 

‘Keverne’ Briar Lane, Hales 
Tel. 01508 548570 

CHRIS CLITHEROE 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior 
 

Free estimates 
 

Tel: (01508) 480283 
 

The Cottage, Chapel Road,  
Ashby St Mary. Norwich 

NR14 7BH 

MATT STEELE 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

 

Free Quotations 
Excellent Rates 

 

The Best Clean  
You’ll Ever Have 

 

Money back guarantee 
 

(01603) 360160 

 

ALDIS & SONS 
FARM SHOP 

 

Family run business for over 30 years 
 

Church Farm, Framingham 
Earl 

 

01508 492293 / 07831392347 
Our Own Grown Veg & 

Salads 
Large Selection of Fruits 
Our Own Reared Lamb 

Local Beef, Chicken,  
Pork & Game 

Free Range Eggs 
Fresh Cut Flowers 

Water Softener Salt 
Potatoes by the Bag 

 

SUPPLIERS TO THE CATERING TRADE 

KEITH SWAIN  
Interiors 

  

Kitchens - Bedrooms - 
Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted  

 
All projects big or small we do them all 

for a free quote call Keith on  
 

(H) 01508 491692  
 

(M) 07788153387  

The Bramerton Clinic 
www.bramertonclinic.com 

 
All health problems (acute or chronic) 

addressed in a caring and completely natural 
manner. 

 

Homeopathic, Bach Flower, Herbal, 
Supplement & Dietary Advice,  

 

For appointments or further information,  
please contact: 

 

Elaine Smith LCPH (London), FBIH, MHMA, 
RMANM, BFRP. Course Director of Dip. Hom.for 

Association of Natural Medicine  
(information available for prospective students) 

 
Lisa Preston RMANM, RSHom, LHCEA, BFRP. 

UK Homeopathic Medical Association 
Registered Homeopaths.  

 

Also Crystals, Gems & Jewellery for sale 
 

The White Homestead, Bramerton 
Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 7DP 

Tel: 01508 538215 
 

Ample parking available,  
ems@bramertonclinic.com  

Computer Repairs 
 

Is your computer running annoyingly slow?  
 

Do you require more space for documents, 
movies, or music?  

 

Maybe your computer just needs a service to 
keep it running smoothly and virus free.. 

 

If for one of these reasons or for anything 
else give me a call. All work guaranteed. 

 

Tel: 01508 521007    
Mobile: 07896 650430 

 

Email: mosesjsmith@gmail.com 
 

Based in Chedgrave 

SPORTS SERVICES 
For repairs and restrings to all 
racket types.   
Tennis Court Refurbishment. 
Netting, posts supplied, 
repaired.  Lines repainted, etc.   
 

Most other sports equipment 
repaired. 

 

Ring Peter Foulger  
01508 494256 
40 years experience 

COLIN DAVID 
HAIR STUDIOS 

Ladies & Gents 
 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
Proud to be trading in Poringland since 1975 

 

Tel: 01508 492267 
 
111 The Street, Poringland,  
       Norwich, NR14 7RP 

 

    colindavid.hairstudios@gmail.com 



 
 
 

HELEN SAPEY MSSCh. MBChA 
QUALIFIED SURGICAL CHIROPODIST  

VISITING PRACTITIONER 
Registered Member of the British Chiropody Association 

 

Call: 01508 480137  or  07765620561 
for a home visit 

Products and services advertised 
in this publication are not 
necessarily condoned by the 
Eleven Says editorial board.   

Articles in this publication do 
not necessarily express the 
view of the Church or the 
Eleven Says editorial board.  
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BED AND BREAKFAST 

Framingham Earl: Beautifully 
restored Old Rectory.  Set in 2 
acres of country garden next to St 
Andrews Church. Further details 
from Mrs Sue Wellings. 
Telephone: 01508 493590.  
Mobile:  07808 125381.   
Email: info@oldrectorynorfolk.co.uk  
Web: www.oldrectorynorfolk.co.uk 
 
VILLAGE HALLS 

Alpington & Yelverton - £9 per 
hour for regular user groups, fund 
raising and private functions. 
Business/trade £18 per hour. 
Extended Premises Licence. Use 
of video and DVD £5. Showers 
available. Rates all inclusive. 
Please contact Denise Wright on 
mobile 07986 468432 (Bookings) 
or Sharon Pitelen - 01508 491156 
(www.alpingtonvillagehall.
wordpress.com 
 
Ashby and Thurton - Main hall 
with kitchen facilities and/or 
committee room available for 
private hire from hourly rate of 
£13, complete full day hire from 
£40. Discounted rates for regular 
contract bookings. Ideal for 
meeting groups and social 
activities. Please contact Booking 
Clerk Dolly Howes 01508 480043. 
 
Bergh Apton – Newly refurbished  
large hall with stage, small 
Committee room, fully-fitted new 
kitchen with crockery and cutlery 
for 100.  New heating and lighting. 
Car park, gardens and children’s 
play park. Prices per session from 
£15 contact Hilary Ling on  
01508 480439 or  
hilary.ling@btinternet.com 
 
Bramerton - To hire hall, try first 
Kate Shaw (538179) or second, 
Joan Coles (538455). £3.50 per 
hour - minimum hire 2 hours. 
Daily rate on request. Car park. 
 
Claxton & Carleton St Peter - 
Spacious, fully equipped hall. 
Ideal for functions and regular 
users. Disabled facilities. New 
fully fitted kitchen. Large car park.  

Fully stocked bar available on 
request. £8 per hour or by 
session. Contact Robert Ellis on 
480914 or contact 480555. 
 

Rockland St Mary - Margaret 
Mack hall available for evening 
and weekend use for private 
parties, meetings and social 
activities. Rates per hour or per 
day. Contact after 4pm please, 
either Mrs Sarah Carter, 480555 
or Daphne Howlett, 538553. 
 

Rockland St Mary - The Parish 
Room is available for hire. With 
kitchen facilities, the room is 
ideal for social functions, parties, 
clubs and meetings. Our hire 
rates are extremely reasonable. 
For details please contact Jayne 
Regan on 01508 538087. 
 

Surlingham - Parish Hall 
available for hire at £3.50 per 
hour, minimum use two hours. 
For bookings please contact 
Phyl Gladwell on 538385. 

 
YELVERTON GARAGE 

A146 LODDON ROAD 
 

SERVICE - DIAGNOSTICS - AIR CON - MOTs 
 

01508 492758 
 

V.W. AUDI SPECIALISTS 
 

www.vwaudinorwich.com 

QUALITY LIGHT 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SALES 
 
 

WITH FULL AFTER SALES SERVICE 
 

01508 494464 
 
 

www.yelvertonvans.com 

WEEKEND AND 
EVENING 
APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

GREY HERON 



 

 

CLERGY OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP 
Thurton Benefice contact is Rev John Shaw 

NEXT ASSEMBLY: SAT 25th JULY, BRAMERTON VILLAGE HALL, 9am to 10.45am (approx) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
PORINGLAND AND LODDON 
 
Parish Priest  
Father Padraig HAWKINS, The Lodge,  
17 Upgate, Poringland. NR14 7SH.  
Tel: 01508 492589.  
Email: Frpadraighawkins@gmail.com 
 

Times of Masses 
Saturday                          6pm  Loddon 
Sunday                            9am Poringland 
Daily  Mon-Fri                  8am Poringland 
Saturday                          10am Poringland 
 
Staff days off: 
Monday                            John Shaw 
                                        Wendy Shaw 
 
Thursday                         Mandy Ansell
                               

Eleven Says Editorial Board 
 

Editor:      Ruth Everett 
                    Tel: 01508 538231 
 
Treasurer, Donations, Advertising 
and Distribution:  John Everett 
Applebee, Bramerton Lane, Rockland St 
Mary, Norwich. NR14 7HE. Tel: 01508 
538231 
 
Contributions, Page Layout and 
Design: Angie Yeomans 
15 Bramerton Lodge, Bramerton, Norwich. 
NR14 7EQ. Tel: 01508 538131 
(Answerphone) 
 
Contributions are very welcome subject to 
the Board’s discretion and available space. 
Deadline for all material (“copy”) for the 
next issue is 10th JULY 2015. 
 
Email: elevensays@hotmail.com 
 
Produced by: Angie Yeomans 
 
Printed by:  Interprint, County Hall, 
Martineau Lane, NORWICH. NR1 2DL 
Tel: 01603 894195 

Rockland Benefice 
 

Rev John Shaw 
The Rectory, Rectory Lane 
ROCKLAND ST MARY.  NR14 7EY 
Tel: 01508 538619 
Email: revjohnshaw@gmail.com 
 
Rev Wendy Shaw 
Tel: 01508 537045 
Email: kickoffyourshoes@googlemail.com 
 
Rev Mandy Ansell 
44 The Street, ROCKLAND ST MARY 
NR14 7AH  Tel: 01508 538654 
Email: mandy.ansell44@gmail.com 
 
Youth Worker:  
Ben Lawrence 
Mobile: 07581231242 
Email:  ben@brokenfor.co.uk 

CODE: HC = Holy Communion;  E. Praise = Evening Praise; FC = Family Communion; FW = Family Worship;  MP = Morning Prayer;  
EP = Evening Prayer; PT = Parish Team; VM = Vestry Meeting.  * Denotes a Book of Common Prayer service.   
First Thursday of each month: Holy Communion at Yelverton at 10:30.   

Please note: at Holy Communion, where only two readings are used, the first reading will usually be the epistle, and the 
second will always be the Gospel reading.  At other services where two readings are used, the first will usually be the Old 
Testament reading, and the second can be either the epistle or the Gospel readings. 

Bible Readings Sunday by Sunday: June 2015 – July 2015 
 

Date             Old Testament                          Epistle                                       Gospel 
07/06/15      1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20             2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1             Mark 3:20-end 
14/06/15      1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13             2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17       Mark 4:26-34          
21/06/15      1 Samuel 17:32-49                     2 Corinthians 6:1-13                   Mark 4:35-end     
           or      1 Samuel 17:57–18:5,10-16 
28/06/15      2 Samuel 1:1,17-end                  2 Corinthians 8:7-end                 Mark 5:21-end 
05/07/15      2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10                 2 Corinthians 12:2-10                 Mark 6:1-13  
12/07/15      2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19              Ephesians 1:3-14                       Mark 6:14-29 
19/07/15      2 Samuel 7:1-14a                       Ephesians 2:11-end                   Mark 6:30-34,53-end 
26/07/15      2 Samuel 11:1-15                       Ephesians 3:14-end                   John 6:1-21   
02/08/15      2 Samuel 11:26 - 12.13a            Ephesians 4:1-16                       John 6:24-35 

CYGNETS AT LODDON STAITHE 
PHOTO: DENY BRADLEY 


