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Parish areas within the Division: Bixley, Bramerton, Caistor St Edmund, Framingham Earl, Framingham Pigot, Kirby Bedon, Poringland, Stoke Holy Cross, Surlingham, Trowse with Newton
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S NEWSLETTER 18th April 2016.
CURRENT ISSUES AND CONCERNS 
1. Norfolk County Council continues to deliver services in regard to children and their families, supporting schools and education, adults in need of care (including care homes), highways, transport and the environment (particularly waste disposal), libraries, adult education (now known as Norfolk Community Learning Services) and fire and rescue. An update on some of these can be found in “Your Norfolk” Spring 2016 currently being circulated.

2. A timetable is running in regard to a government proposal to devolve more power and resources from central government to the Eastern Region (i.e. Devolution), as announced in the Budget 16th March 2016. It has a potential value of £30m a year for 30 years with an additional £175m for the first five years to support house building. Intense discussions have been held with 23 councils, two Local Enterprise Councils, civil servants and ministers. The proposed bureaucracy to deliver this so called devolution with a combined authority and cabinet running the show and the requirement for an elected mayor is contentious. Public consultation is scheduled for 4th July
3. Three months into the Norwich Northern Distributor Road (NNDR) contract work is moving from preliminary phases into main construction, with an ambition to have the NNDR open to traffic before Christmas next year, 2017. This depends upon good progress with earthmoving over the coming months, and with key structures such as the twin bridges over the Norwich to Sheringham railway and Plumstead Road. The 20km dual carriageway, developed by Norfolk County Council, is the biggest local authority-promoted road construction scheme in the country, running around the east and north of Norwich from the A47 at Postwick (at the eastern end of Norwich Southern Bypass) to the A1067 Norwich to Fakenham road.  Following a question I had asked, Balfour Beatty have confirmed that they had signed up to the UK Steel Charter last year, committing the company to using UK steel, in the wake of problems faced by the British steel industry.
4. Funding of £380,000 for 122 small scale highway projects across Norfolk was approved last month. The money from Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership scheme will be matched by Parish and town councils who were invited in June 2015 to put in bids for funding for schemes important to their local area.  The most popular bids have been for vehicle activated signs, which has seen 44 applications for signs which in most cases are to remind drivers of their speed and known as SAM2. This year the Norfolk Safety Camera Partnership contributed £80,000 towards SAM2 bids boosting the total available Parish Partnership funding to £380,000 and emphasises the important role that the Parish Partnership Programme can have in casualty reduction initiatives.  Other popular schemes are Trods – with 24 bids put in for the simplified lower cost alternative to footways which are often constructed using recycled road surface material. And helping to promote safety at schools will be part-time advisory 20mph speed limit signs with flashing warning lights installed outside 12 schools. Locally five awards were made to Poringland (x3), Stoke Holy Cross & Trowse totaling £23,092.
5. In March a record number of Norfolk’s young people have voted to elect nine new Members of Youth Parliament (MYP) representing each of the county’s political constituencies.  A total of 39,938 of Norfolk’s 11-18 year-olds cast their vote for free on their mobile phones for their preferred candidate. The figure represents 51% of the county’s 11-18 year-olds, the last election in 2014 saw a turnout of 48%. The MYP for South Norfolk is Bethayne Webb with 2135 votes. She attends Diss High School. 
6. There was a considerable response to recent proposals to revise the local bus service Surlingham-Rockland St Mary-Norwich (service 85) from September 2016. It is subsidised by Norfolk County Council. Most comments have been accepted, except the request for an extra morning service around 09:00 as being impractical from an operator’s point of view. Please note that the first journey in the morning has been slightly revised to largely what it is now, and the timetables have been filled out with more timing points to show the route around Surlingham better. A contract for a Sunday Service for the Surlingham & Rockland, and a Saturday service for Langley & Claxton will only be let subject to a maximum cost not being exceeded. The next update will be in the summer time once the re-procurement has been completed. The revised timetables represents a re-think towards maintaining a high level of frequency for the Northern part of the route, along with a separate service feeding Southern villages into Loddon where passengers can make onward connections. The aim of this is to push the main part of the service towards being commercially viable in the future. 
7. Due to sewerage works along Long Lane, Stoke Holy Cross near a new housing development, the road is closed at that point from 18th – 29th April 2016. [This work is unconnected with ongoing water main replacement by AW in the Poringland area.] Bus services are being diverted, in particular service 87. For details see the Anglian Bus website, noting that during this period of closure there will be no service to Upper Stoke at all during the closure period.
8. As residents will know, Anglian Water are replacing 11.4km of water mains in the greater Poringland Area. An AW update sheet is available from Poringland Community Centre giving details of progress. Briefly: Shotesham Road should be finished in April. Caistor Lane should be finished in May. Arminghall Lane should be completed in June. And work along the busy B1332 is due to start in June! Also Anglian Water has announced a “Pollution Watch” clean-up initiative. They would like the public to report sewage pollution immediately on 03457 145 145.
My Web Page is where an electronic copy of this and the previous newsletter can be found.
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