War Memorials
You may have heard that Historic England (HE) are carrying out a national programme assessing the significance of the country’s war memorials. You may also be aware that HE have listed the memorial in your parish.

This has various implications and this Council is required to formally notify and advise all owners accordingly of buildings added to the list. From what we know, it seems that many of the War memorials tend to be owned by the Parish or Town Councils.

 

Before I arrange for such notifications I wondered whether you can advise me if your council does own the memorial in your village, or if not, whether you know who does, and can advise me of a contact name or address.

 

Thank you for your help.

 
Steve Beckett
Conservation Officer
Community Emergency Plans:

Community emergency plans, developed so communities can come together to support themselves in times of an emergency, such as flooding and loss of utilities. The emergency plan process has improved links within the local community and key agencies, making them better prepared and more resilient for all weather related emergencies

 

Several parishes in South Norfolk have community emergency plans in place. SNDC works with parish councils and volunteers to develop and maintain these.

 

Last week ‘Storm Doris’ left many residents in South Norfolk without power, this led to several of the parishes with plans in place being able to identify quickly those people who required help. Many elderly residents just needed a warm drink, warm food or reassurance of when the power would be back on.

 

UK Power Networks have a priority services register, but during times of high demand are not able to visit everyone. This led to an elderly person asking us for help on Friday afternoon.  It was day two for her with no hot water or food, we were able to send help. That particular area has no plan and if she hadn’t called us, no one was aware that she was alone or needed anything, a quick visit would have been all that was required.

 

So please contact me;

If you think you would be able to assist in developing a plan for your          parish, there are various ways of getting started with support from ourselves.

If you already have a plan in place and would like help in updating the contacts and contents.

If your Identity Card needs updating. 
Jenny Bloomfield
Emergency Planning Officer
t 01508 533607 m 07771627895 
jbloomfield@s-norfolk.gov.uk  www.south-norfolk.gov.uk 

Cooking Oil:

5 new cooking oil recycling banks will be placed throughout the district at Harleston, Wymondham, Long Stratton, Diss and Tesco Harford Bridge.

Banks are larger than the previous ones, are bright orange and easier to empty. They have been delivered to the depot and are awaiting installation at the sites. Anglian Water see this an exemplar scheme between an Authority, business and themselves; they have paid for all of the banks.

This is a partnership between us, Anglian Water (purchased the banks and will be launching a big press campaign) and Living Fuels who will be servicing the banks/collecting the oil, refining this at their site in Thetford (for which tours could be available if Vic, for example, is interested) and then using this refined fuel to create energy.

There is a short story in the Link magazine outlining the new scheme

On the launch of the banks, we are working with Anglian Water and Living Fuels to do a big press focus. I am hoping to do a piece which focuses on the whole cycle for the material from use to fuel.

South Norfolk On Show is Coming!

South Norfolk on Show is back, and this year is set to be even better than before. This year’s event will be held on Sunday 2 July at South Norfolk House – please save the date. Further details will follow in the coming months. Also dates for South Norfolk on Show on Tour are: Monday 29 May 12.00 – 22.00 at Costessey Fete; Sunday 11 June 13.30 – 17:30 at Diss Carnival; Saturday 8 July 12.00 – 17.00 at Poringland Community Centre; and Monday 28 August 11.00 – 16.00 at Harleston Family fun day. For more information see the latest LINK magazine. If you have any questions in the meantime please contact the Communities Team on 01508 533747 or at communities@s-norfolk.gov.uk
 Garden Waste
SNDC sending our Garden Waste customers their bills for the coming year.

 

The annual fee from 1 April 2017 will be £46 for Direct Debit customers and £51 for non-Direct Debit customers as agreed by Cabinet on 6 February.

This is the first increase we have made since Garden Waste prices were frozen in 2014 and the service remains one of the best value Garden Waste services in Norfolk.

 
Dog Bins: letter from SNDC

Dear Councillors – following on from my e mail to Parishes/Towns on 13 January we are intending to send this further communication (below) to them very shortly. For your information. Thank you.

 

Further to my email of 13 January which outlined our proposal for charging for dog bin emptying services in 2017/18, I am writing to update you following our Cabinet meeting on 6 February.

 

We appreciate the feedback from a number of parishes around the timing of the changes and also around the introduction of charges for bins that we had previously emptied at no charge. These concerns was discussed at the Cabinet meeting and we do appreciate that the timing of the additional charges, so close to the setting of the parish precepts was not ideal and we apologise for that timing. It was agreed that to help with the transition, rather than a fee of £100 for the additional bins, we would charge £50 per bin for the next financial year.

 

I should clarify that the provision and emptying of dog bins is not a statutory service and you may wish to take this opportunity to review the number of bins you have.

 

Cabinet also agreed that the fee for the bins that were already being charged for would rise to £100 per year from 1 April 2017. This equates to 96p per empty and the changes have been made following a recent review when it became clear that our dog bin emptying service has not been covering its costs or indeed in some cases charging for the service.  

 

However, although the non-charging dates back to 2002 Cabinet decided that we would not be looking to charge for previous collections, but charges will now apply to dog all bins. This will ensure that all parishes/towns are treated equally and are all paying for the service provided.

 

We have also been contacted by a number of parishes to confirm the number of dog bins they have and where they are sited.– if there are any outstanding questions please contact Dan Ledgerwood on 01603 819994, or email dledgerwood@s-norfolk.gov.uk
  
Council Tax
This year Council tax will rise on a Band D house by £4.95 (3.7%)

https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/Council_Tax_Charges_2016-17.pdf
We do more than simply collect the bins, but ensure that every 
resident of our district has the best chance of making the most of their 
lives and especially by supporting those who need our help the most
South Norfolk Community Governance Review 2017 - 2018
the presentation which is being circulated to the Chairmen and the Parish Clerks. This is so that you can start to prepare your councils response to the consultation, which will be welcomed from the 20 March 2017.

 

I have attached a link to the Review webpage on the South Norfolk Council website
 https://www.south-norfolk.gov. uk/boundary-and-polling- station-reviews#open
SNDC will be putting further information on this page as and when it becomes available. Again, you may find this information useful as we all prepare for the start of the review on the 20 March 2017.
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