
Vic Thomson Councillor SNDC – Report to APM
Looking back it has been a very interesting year although it doesn’t seem a year since I introduced you to a couple of our officers with details of the SNDC Help Hub (plus gifts)  
The SNDC website has very recently been upgraded reminded me that earlier in the year we added “My South Norfolk” where you could customise and have alerts on a whole range of things from planning to roadworks alerts. Useful to know in advance: roundabouts on A146
It has been a year of voting and consultations

Brexit and Trump

Remember Devolution?
Community involvement consultation about planning

Ward boundaries: enforced by Costessy Ward going well over the requisite numbers: every vote counts

Parliamentary Review

Parish governance consultation starts today (ideally we would have done this first)
District Council Boundary Review

The Boundary Commission has issued its final guidance regarding the District Council ward boundaries.  Subject to Parliamentary Approval, their recommendations will result in 26 wards in South Norfolk with 46 Councillors.  There will be more multi-member wards including some in the Waveney Valley, which has traditionally been single member territory.It means that it’s most likely that the 2019 elections will be fought on these new boundaries that is if we have elections in 2019 assuming that there isn’t a Local Government Reorganisation before then, which some MPs called for on the Sunday Politics show the other weekend.

Parish Boundary Review

The “Community Governance Review” started on 20thMarch.  Whilst there are many reasons to undertake a Parish Review including changing the name of a parish, the two main opportunities are to square-off any boundaries that no longer make sense, perhaps because of new house building or roads AND/OR whether it makes sense to ask parishes to join up with each other.

Just think about how many changes there have been in our lives over the last 20 years.  Twenty years ago, the Internet had just started, mobile phones were as large as a brick and John Major was still the Prime Minister.

Now imagine what changes might come in the next twenty.

I say this because every twenty years South Norfolk Council has to think about the boundaries of the Parish Councils within it and whether it’s sensible to alter arrangements.

It’s possibly to straighten out simple lines on maps that a “Community Governance Review” provides an opportunity for South Norfolk Council to work with its parishes to make practical sense of its area.  At its simplest a Parish Boundary might be tweaked a bit because new homes have been built on the edge of the village.  

I know of one person who extended his home at Little Melton with the result that his kitchen is now in Bawburgh!

But there is another angle that we cannot ignore. There are 119 parishes in South Norfolk.  In 2015 only 19 held parish council elections.  And many of those didn’t have elections in 2011.  Or 

2007 either.  

It shines a light on the wider fact that we all live such busy lives.  

The internet allows us to live much more individual lives communicating with people much further away as if they were neighbours.  

And there’s another angle.  Not only are many of our smallest parishes not elected, the proportion of the tax they raise that they spend on their own administration it has got out of control.  In the smallest parishes about 2/3 of the tax it raises is spent on the Clerk, Insurance and other subscriptions leaving just one third to be spent on the village.  If it was a charity it would be closed down.  

Now is the time to consider whether you should invite the smaller 

neighbouring parishes to join together to form joint Parish 

Councils.  There’s no question of removing the road signs and the 

village boundary would still exist.  It’s just that several parishes 

would club together to have a single Parish Council serving all of them.

We need arrangements that are going to hold good for the NEXT 20 years that address the realisation that it’s difficult to get people to serve and to solve the problem of smaller parishes spending over half of their income on running costs.

South Norfolk is encouraging Parishes to think deeply about their future and want the initiative for any changed arrangement to come from you, a bottom up, not a top down process. Our consultation opens on 20 March and you can have your say by visiting www.south-norfolk.gov.uk. 

Parish with Boundary Review.

The new Rockland Ward will comprise

Ashby St Mary, Carleton St Peter, Claxton, Thurton, Bramerton, Rockland St Mary with Hellington, Holverston, Surlingham & Kirby Bedon.

These are bounded by the Broads to the North and the A146.

One thought is to have a Rockland Group meeting at some point in each year

Broadband coming slowly and surely, we are getting closer to dealing with the very difficult solutions: Surlingham 1 expected to be live this summer, houses not covered by Surlingham 1 will be summer 2018
South Norfolk finalist in the Council of the Year Competition

I am proud that our small district Council in South Norfolk reached the last six of over 380 UK Councils in the LGC Council of the year awards. Sadly we were not successful in winning outright but we were pleased that the judges, distinguished figures from local government, recognised our outstanding achievements, leadership and value for money in making.

South Norfolk one of the best places to live and start a business in the country.

South Norfolk Pub of the year: The Crown at Burston won, our representative was Waters Edge at Bramerton
We have just had the SNDC Volunteer presentations with 2 highlights: a wheelchair rugby club from Starston and a Diss fish and chip shop that opened on Christmas day giving away free fish and chips.

Big year for Recycling and dog bins: our waste dates changed

Latest is recycling Cooking Oil: gifts

5 new cooking oil recycling banks will be placed throughout the district at Harleston, Wymondham, Long Stratton, Diss and Tesco Harford Bridge.

Banks are larger than the previous ones, are bright orange and easier to empty.
Power networks enrol for priority service. Join or put someone on the Priority Services Register today ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport
Review parish community emergency plans in place. SNDC works with parish councils and volunteers to develop and maintain these.

 

Queens birthday particular highlight for me. You did not have best of the weather of events in my ward
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