Vic Thomson South Norfolk District Council

Broadband Not Spots in SNDC
SNDC has signed a contract with In Touch to provide wireless broadband to our not spots.
We should have 100% coverage by summer 2018

Currently 10 masts rising to 28 masts

It cannot guarantee super-fast speeds but will increase speeds in those areas
Greater Norwich Local Plan consultation


The public consultation on the emerging (Regulation 18) Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP) will start on 8th January, running to 15th March 2018 (see www.gnlp.org.uk for more details nearer the time). The consultation will include a Growth Options document, setting out the broad housing numbers required to 2036, six main distribution options, and a significant number of questions on various policy areas (such as air quality, landscape and affordable housing). Also published will be the Site Proposals document, listing sites submitted for consideration for various uses through the plan, along with a settlement summary for those parishes where sites have been submitted. In addition, the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) in the evidence base has more detail on the sites submitted for potential inclusion in the GNLP. Other evidence studies, along with the Interim Sustainability Appraisal, will also available for comment.

 

It is very important to note that this is a consultation stage – no final decisions have been made on any policy choice or site.

 

About 25 roadshows at various locations in Greater Norwich have been planned to take place during the consultation period. The venues and dates will be published on www.gnlp.org.uk in the next week or two (a few are still to be confirmed). A briefing event for parish councils has also been arranged for the Council Chamber, 5:30-6:30 on Tuesday 16th January. 

SNDC/Broadland cooperation
Proposal:

It is proposed to combine the senior officers from Broadland and South Norfolk together, under a joint management team comprising 3 posts: • Head of Planning; • Development Manager – responsible for the running of the Development Management service. • Spatial Planning Manager - responsible for running the Spatial Planning service. The Head of Planning post will report to the Chief Executive at Broadland, and to the Director of Growth and Business Development at South Norfolk and will be responsible for the planning service for both Councils. The post holder will also represent both Councils in the senior Greater Norwich officer group. The manager posts will report to the Head of Planning. It is suggested that the proposal is an interim arrangement lasting initially for up to 12 months. This time period has been proposed to enable the new roles to have time to embed, whilst also acknowledging the potential for wider opportunities which may arise during the feasibility study. The structure below the management posts will initially remain largely as current in the two councils. This will maintain capacity within the councils and increase resilience at this time when the planning service is under increasing pressure. Appointments to the new interim posts will be from existing staff. It is proposed that Phil Courtier will take on the role of Head of Planning, Helen Mellors will take on the role of Development Manager and John Walchester will take on the role of Spatial Planning Manager.
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Qu. Why the project looks to connect to the Mangreen substation.  What where the alternatives assessed and why was Mangreen chosen as the connection point to the National Grid? (why connection within South Norfolk and not closer to the coast).
 
Orsted response:

 

When a project is put to National Grid, they consider it in relation to all of the other projects under consideration and inform the applicants where they will have to connect too (Your officers are presently seeking clarification from National Grid on this point).

Site was chosen due to capacity of the substation; technical and cost implications; underground constraints such as gas pipelines; and landownership.

 

QU. What options are there for the construction of the substation to minimise its impact on the landscape?
 
Orsted response:

 

They still have not decided on the type of technology AC or DC, which dictates the number/type etc. of buildings and compound. Therefore, Environmental Statement will be done on the worse-case scenario. The building/s are designed to look like agricultural buildings and are equipment led. If approved the Development Order will have conditions, which your officers have been led to believe will include the specific design of the building/s (with parameters already agreed).

 

Qu. How do you propose to minimise the impact of the substation (visual, heritage, transport impacts for example)?
How will the impact of installing the cables be minimised?
 
Orsted response:

 

These considerations will form the Environmental Statement (ES). They have fully taken on board The Council’s concerns regarding visual impacts, impact on Heritage Assets and impact on residential amenities and pollution. They have assured your officers that the cabling will not have any adverse impact on the amenities of residents, this will need to be demonstrated as part of the submission.

Pick ‘N’ Mix Bitesize Sessions:
 The next Pick ‘N’ Mix session will be focussing on the structure of community groups; committee roles and responsibilities and will be hosted in the Fighting Cocks in Winfarthing on Thursday 25 January from 6:30 – 9pm. Participants will learn about how to get the right people for the right roles; reducing turnover in community groups and making them sustainable for the future. These sessions aim to build capacity within the community, enabling community groups to be self-sustaining. We aim to provide answers to questions asked by volunteers and provide a space for them to meet and share skills and information. The Pick ‘N’ Mix Bitesize Learning sessions have a closed Facebook group for attendees of the sessions to use to learn from each other, and share information. Please feel free to join the group, just search Pick ‘N’ Mix Bitesize Learning on Facebook. For more information, contact Emma Eltringham at eeltringham@s-norfolk.gov.uk or 01508 533945.

Early Help Hub: Leaving hospital and independent living

One of the key issues for everyone is “bed blocking” at hospitals and all the things that are impacted including independent living. SNDC is running a pilot scheme to enable people to leave hospital and receive the appropriate help and support to live at home. SNDC has a District Direct Officer based in the NNUH hospital hub to see what support we can offer in terms of discharge and continuing to live independently at home. This can range from grants to handyman and claiming benefits.
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