Vic Thomson Norfolk County Council – March update

Fire Safety
Since April last year, around three quarters of all house fires attended by Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service in the Eastern region started in the kitchen. This amounts to more than 60 fires and many quickly spread to cause extensive damage to other rooms. The statistics are like the national picture, which also shows three quarters of accidental house fires start in the kitchen. 

"The majority of kitchen fires are easily preventable. There are two main issues, one is making sure that the kitchen is kept tidy and that flammable items such as tea towels are kept well away from hobs and ovens. The other is distractions, where people are trying to multi-task and are not paying full attention," said Garry Collins, Head of Protection and Prevention at Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service. 
A Vision for Norfolk in 2021 which was approved by Norfolk County Council on 12 February 2018.  This sets out the direction of the Council in the next three years, and what it would like to achieve.

 

We care about Norfolk, its people, and are ambitious for them.  We want to help make Norfolk to be the best it can, where people can live productive, independent lives, safely and in good health, for as long as they can.

 

The Council will play a leading role in:

Building communities, we can be proud of

Installing infrastructure first

Building new homes to help young people get on the housing ladder

Developing the skills of our people though training and apprenticeships

Nurturing our growing digital economy

Making the most of our heritage, culture and environment

The vision is supported by Norfolk Futures: the Council’s Strategy for 2018-2021, which shows how transformation of Norfolk County Council’s services will help to deliver our ideas.
Four principles guide how we will work:
Offering our help early to reduce demand

Joining up our work so services are accessible, done well and done once

Being business like and making the best use of technology

Targeting our work where it can make the most difference

Budget

After the consultation 2 areas were removed from the “savings” list.

Bus subsidies


Gritting routes

It is becoming more and more difficult to get a balanced budget and retain services will less money coming from Central Government. Lots of authorities are experiencing major difficulties

Band D Council 
Tax per Year 

Precepting Body 

2017/18 
2018/19 
Increase
 Increase % 

South Norfolk Council 
  140.00          145.00 
  £5.00 
   3.57% 

Norfolk County Council 
1,247.94
1,322.73 
 £74.79 
    5.99% 

PCC


   
   217.17           229.14 
  £11.97 
     5.51%  

