Vic Thomson South Norfolk District Councillor

This is the start of my 4th year as your District Councillor!!!!!!!!!
Where did that all go?

I have to say we have covered a lot of ground and I have enjoyed your company and cooperation.
Litter on major roads
We are now at the back end of a very long winter period with inclement weather being the main reason for lack of litter picking – this has been for health and safety reasons to protect the crews.  The Streets team have now been tasked with completing the roads required as the weather slowly improves. To return to the standard of cleanliness we expect, should take around three to four weeks (weather depending) as this will tally around 100 miles worth of main roads to litter pick.
 
We will be prioritising the A143, A146, A11, A47 and A140 respectively.  Amongst this the crews will be doing what they can to maintain the smaller roads within the district however some focus may be taken off these roads until we can achieve our short-term goals on the trunk roads.
 
I am sorry we have not been able to maintain our usual high standards, but please bear with us and I hope you will all notice the difference in the near future.
Give your local volunteers the recognition they deserve and make your nominations for the South Norfolk Community Awards today!
Whether it’s through holding fundraising events, running local sports and community clubs or helping to make life easier for our vulnerable residents, volunteers are at the heart of our communities. Their inspirational actions often encourage others to make a real difference to the lives of local people and as a thank you for all their hard work we celebrate their achievements at the annual South Norfolk Community Awards

Award Categories are:

· Volunteer of the Year  -  sponsored by bf1systems 
· Young Volunteer of the Year  -  sponsored by Ben Burgess 
· Community Group of the Year  -  sponsored by Orbit
· Lifetime Community Hero  -  sponsored by East of England Co-op Funeral Care  
· Community Wellbeing Champion or Group of the Year  -  sponsored by Glazing Vision
· Community Fundraiser of the Year  -  sponsored by Castlemeadow Care
· Environmental Champion of the Year  -  sponsored by Smurfit Kappa
· Business Community Champion of the Year  -  sponsored by Hethel Innovation Centre
Nominations will close on 29 April. 

https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/residents/communities/south-norfolk-community-awards
The next Pick ‘N’ Mix session will focus on Social Media. Participants will learn about the different 

Pick and Mix free sessions: Social Media for Groups
Next session: 26 April, Swan Inn, Loddon, NR14 6LX
Social media

How to write content that engages with others, and how to start the conversation. This session will be held at the Swan Inn, Loddon from18.30 onwards.  

These sessions aim to build capacity within the community, enabling community groups to be self-sustaining. We aim to provide answers to questions asked by volunteers and provide a space for them to meet and share skills and information.  The Pick ‘N’ Mix Bitesize Learning sessions have a Facebook group for attendees of the sessions to use to learn from each other and share information. Please feel free to join the group, just search Pick “N” Mix on South Norfolk website. 
https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/residents/south-norfolk-help-hub/pick-n-mix-bitesize-learning
‘N’ Mix Bitesize Learning on Facebook.  

For more information, contact Emma Brookes on volunteering@s-norfolk.gov.uk or 01508 533945
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Best Places to Live. A survey by Halifax

South Norfolk in their top 50 AGAIN

2018 will mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War. 
In commemoration of this we will be awarding small grants on a first come first served basis for groups and organisations. Grants of up to £250 will allow communities to mark the centenary with appropriate events and tributes. The events will bring people together with a shared interest and goal and engage with the whole community.

Before applying please ensure that your event meets our criteria and will take place between 1 March 2018 and 30 November 2018.

You will find all the information you need below, please read the criteria before completing your application form.
An Events Toolkit, to support planned events and activities, is also available along with the photograph consent form. 
Useful numbers

Childline 0800 1111 
Samaritans 116 123 
Domestic violence hotline 0800 200 247 
Mind 0300 123 3393 
Age UK 0300 169 6565 
Victim support 0808 168 9111
2

