Norfolk County Councillor Vic Thomson - April 2019

Re-use shops at recycling centres:
A reuse shop has opened at the Bergh Apton recycling centre.

Across the County our popular reuse shops help to make sure good quality items are not thrown away and are given a new home instead. Providing new and bigger reuse shops means we can boost the range and number of things people can donate and buy. It’s marvellous to see how popular the shops are and it’s always great fun to have a look to see what bargains you may find.

The current Caister and Dereham reuse shops will be replaced with bigger shops to reflect the growing popularity of the scheme including sofas, bikes, tools and garden ornaments.

In 2017/18 the network of reuse shops made a £184,210 contribution towards the £6.5million annual cost of Norfolk’s 20 Recycling Centres. In the same year 833 tonnes of items passed through the reuse shops, an increase of 93 tonnes on the previous year.

The £35,000 improvement scheme will take the total number of reuse shops in the county up to 11.

Since April 2018 Norfolk's reuse shops have been donating a proportion of their income to the current chosen charity, the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
To find your local reuse shop visit: www.norfolk.gov.uk/reuseshop 
Wherrymans Way

The Wherrymans Way, after a long period of neglect, is going to be upgraded/re-instated by NCC.

This will be done in stages and the first stage will be from Trowse to the Ferry Inn at Surlingham.

This section has been surveyed against the “Definitive Map” and an environmental assessment is also being completed. Over time the path has been subject to natural and man-made changes and this project seeks to re-instate the definitive Wherrymans Way route. This will also ensure the safety of the route particularly where parts of the path such as the Surlingham boardwalk are in a very hazardous condition.
Discussions are currently being held with private landowners explaining the project particularly as it affects their land.

There will then be a presentation and consultation with all the Parish Councils before any work is carried out
Norfolk Coastal path

The entire 84 miles of the stunning Norfolk Coast Path was filmed with Google’s innovative backpack Trekker camera over the summer of 2018.
Also captured in this unique way are sections of the Peddars Way and all the 26 miles of the Marriott’s Way Norfolk Trail which reaches from the countryside right into the heart of Norwich.

To accompany the launch of the images on Google is a short video telling the story of the how the pictures were gathered.

The film, made by a local videographer, showcases the route and range of landscapes found along the way, from saltmarshes and wide sandy beaches to rolling fields and picturesque market towns. Search for Norfolk Coastal Walk on You tube.
Smoking dangers

Smokers are being warned about the deadly dangers of the habit - especially when tired – as Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service joins forces with other services for the Fire Kills campaign.

Cigarettes and other smoking products cause just over a third of all accidental fire fatalities in the home.

Smoking is also the single biggest cause of accidental fires in the home, often because of careless behaviour such as smoking in bed or not taking care after drinking alcohol.
And when smokers fall asleep with a lit cigarette in hand, their proximity to the resulting fire seriously lowers their chance of making an escape. Smokers are advised to ‘Put it Out, Right Out’ whenever they light up; to install smoke alarms on every level of the home and to test them regularly. Without a working smoke alarm you are at least seven times more likely to die in an accidental fire in the home.

These simple steps can help prevent a cigarette fire in the home:

· Never smoke in bed. Take care when you’re tired – it’s very easy to fall asleep while your cigarette is still burning and set furniture alight

· Never smoke when under the influence of drugs or alcohol. If your lit cigarette starts a fire you could be less able to escape.

· Put it out, right out! Make sure your cigarette is fully extinguished

· Fit a smoke alarm and test it weekly. A working smoke alarm can buy you valuable time to get out, stay out and call 999

· Never leave lit cigarettes, cigars or pipes unattended – they can easily overbalance as they burn down

· Use a proper, heavy ashtray that can’t tip over easily and is made of a material that won’t burn.

Norfolk’s Chief Fire Officer Stuart Ruff said: "Every five days, someone dies from a fire caused by cigarettes or smoking materials in the UK. Despite a fall in the overall number of fires caused by these products, it’s still the biggest cause of accidental fires in the home.

“Bad habits such as smoking whilst in bed or under the influence of alcohol increases the risk of falling asleep before you ‘put it out, right out’.

“Make sure you have at least one working smoke alarm on every level of your home and test them regularly. A working smoke alarm can give you the extra time you need to escape if the worst should happen.”

Dr Louise Smith, Director of Public Health at Norfolk County Council, said: “As well as being a fire risk, smoking remains one of the most important causes of early death and health inequalities in Norfolk.

“We have specialist services that can help smokers to quit – Smokefree Norfolk will discuss the best method of quitting with you, come up with a plan and support you throughout your quitting journey.

You can contact Smokefree Norfolk at www.smokefreenorfolk.nhs.uk or by calling 0800 0854113.

Roads

Work starts week beginning the 8th April on the annual spring and summer surface dressing project.  This year more than 310 miles of Norfolk’s roads will get a new seal to extend the life of the road and provide a new skid-resistant surface to help reduce the risk of accidents.

Nick Tupper, Assistant Director for Highways, said: “This is a really important part of the work we do to maintain our vital infrastructure so this year we will be spending £10.3m on surface dressing.  Our teams do this work between April and September every year while the weather is warmer, and we always aim to get the holiday areas and main roads treated first so they are complete before the start of the busy summer season.”

Where possible the work is planned away from busy roads during peak periods, but because the surfacing is fast-moving and may be suspended during bad weather, it is hard to give road users early warning of where the crews will be working.

A thin layer of bitumen and chippings is laid onto the road, stopping water penetration and reducing the number of potholes caused by frost.

The action of vehicles passing over the new surface plays an important part in helping the new surface to settle in.  People are urged to drive slowly and considerately across the new surface until it is bedded in and highway teams return to sweep up the loose stones.

People living along the routes which are to be given a new seal will receive notification a day or two before the crews arrive.  They will be asked not to park on the road on the day of the surface dressing work, or on the following day when surplus chippings will be swept up.  There is the chance for people to say what they think afterwards via the County Council's website, or on a response card which will be delivered to a proportion of residents.

A 20mph speed restriction is imposed during work and on freshly-laid surface dressing for safety reasons.  The County Council thanks people for their patience while this essential work is underway.

The work will be carried out by Norfolk County Council’s Community and Environmental Services Department and their contractors.

More


Just a reminder that there are changes to our Mobile Library routes from today. See attached.
Scams

Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep cold callers trying to sell items
Scam Alert – Telephone cold calls claiming to be from 'HMRC'
Food Alert – Genius recalls Cinnamon & Raisin Bagels due to undeclared egg
Food Alert – SPAR recalls Blueberry Muffins (4 Pack) because they may contain pieces of plastic
Food Alert: Unilever recalls Ben & Jerry’s Chunky Monkey Non-Dairy Ice Cream due to undeclared nuts and soya
Look out for the following email scams which are circulating: 

Email claiming to be from the 'Facebook Lottery Program’ - Advance Fee Scam
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