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If you're planning on paying someone to dispose of your waste remember the #ScrapFlytipping code. http://www.norfolkrecycles.com/scrapflytipping 
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Did you see the War on Plastic TV program? We'd like to reassure everyone in Norfolk that plastic from their home recycling bins is sent to reprocessing plants in the UK. #waronwaste #plastic #recycling #bbc
Residents and holiday makers across Norfolk are being urged to stay safe near the open water as part of national awareness.

Half of all accidental drownings happen to people who didn’t intend to go into the water and are taking part in activities including running, walking, fishing and cycling near water.

In 2017:

255 people accidentally drowned in the UK

About 85% of these fatalities were male

75 UK nationals, mainly tourists, drowned whilst abroad in 2017.

With nearly 200 miles of inland waterways and 90 miles of coastline, Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service’s specialist water- rescue equipment is often called on at incidents across the county.  Since the start of 2017, nine people have drowned in Norfolk.  Three of those deaths occurred within the last year.  The service has been called to rescue people from the water more than 40 times in the last 12 months.

Norfolk’s Chief Fire Officer Stuart Ruff said:  “Our staff are highly training to carry out these difficult water rescues but prevention is always better than cure.  There are simple steps people can take to keep themselves, families and pets safe near the open water.”

“Statistics show men are more likely to drown than women and that alcohol is a factor in many cases.  We work closely with other agencies on educating the public and have recently launched a scheme working with the RNLI where we offer water throwline training to staff at waterside licensed premises across Norfolk."
Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service is also part of the county's multi-agency Drowning Prevention Group which aims to reduce the number of incidents on our waterways through education and training.

The group offers several tips to help people reduce their drowning risk:

· If you are going for a walk or run near water stick to proper pathways and stay clear of the water’s edge

· Make sure conditions are safe, avoid walking or running near water in the dark, slippery or in bad weather

· If you've had alcohol don't enter the water, avoid walking alone and avoid routes near water

· Never enter the water to try and help a person or animal - always call 999 and use any water rescue equipment if it is available

· If you are spending time near water - whether at home or abroad make sure you are familiar with local safety information and children are fully supervised.

Norfolk is to become a pioneer in transforming maternity and early years services after being selected for a new national programme.

Norfolk is one of five areas to take part in the new Early Years Transformation Academy (EYTA), led by The Early Intervention Foundation.

The successful bid was led by Norfolk County Council, supported by Norfolk’s Clinical Commissioning Groups.  It means that organisations working across health and maternity services will work even more closely to strengthen how they work in partnership to improve children’s lives.

By working with the EYTA, the maternity and early years services want to ensure that:

1. More children having a better birth as a result of good maternal and paternal health (mental and physical)

2. More children develop in line with their developmental milestones, especially those from our most disadvantaged communities

3. Fewer children aged 0-5 experience neglect or emotional harm

4. More families experience social mobility

Sara Tough, Executive Director of Children’s Services at Norfolk County Council, said:  “We want children in Norfolk to get the very best start, ensuring they get the right support, healthcare and education early on.

“This is at the heart of our ambition to join up how services support families, including our new early childhood and family service – taking services to families, using evidence to target our work better and improving outcomes for children and families that need our support”

“By working with the EYTA we can develop this still further, working across early childhood, maternity and health services to get the very best for Norfolk’s children.”

The five participating areas in 2019/20 were chosen through a competitive process, from 18 areas across England who initially expressed interest in the programme.

Norfolk was the only area in the east to be selected.

 “The Academy is ultimately about supporting local areas to apply the evidence to their early years systems and services.  The early years are a crucial time for children’s development, when evidence-based early intervention can make a big difference.  But we know that finding time to consider the evidence, while also continuing to deliver services, can be difficult.

Academy participants.  The four major areas of learning and development focus on preparing for change, identifying vulnerable populations, system planning and measuring impact.

The 12-month EYTA begins at the end of April with senior representatives from the five participating areas and the academy partners meeting in London.

Funding for 2-year olds

Eligible families are entitled to 15 hours of funded early education and childcare per week, for 38 weeks of the year.

Early education and childcare will offer your child an opportunity to learn through play and new experiences, alongside other children. These learning experiences will enable your child to build on what they already know and do with you at home. 

· You do not have to use all the 15 funded hours each week

· Some early education and childcare providers can spread the funded hours across the year

· Not all providers are able to offer 15 funded hours

· You can choose to take your funded hours between more than one provider

To receive the funded entitlement, you must complete the following steps:

1. Check if you are eligible
2. Find a childcare provider
3. Your childcare provider will complete the parent/carer claim form with you

If you need help with the application and claim process, or need help to find a childcare provider, speak to your local Children's Centre staff, contact Family Information or speak to an early education and childcare provider.

Further information on funded childcare can be found on the Childcare Choices website. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/childcare-and-early-learning/free-childcare-and-learning/free-childcare-for-2-year-olds
New SEND places in Norfolk

Ninety new specialist school places for children with autism are set to be created at Norfolk’s mainstream schools, as Norfolk County Council’s £120m investment in special educational needs gains pace.

Norfolk’s primary and secondary schools are being invited to submit bids to create ten new specialist resource bases within their schools to provide up to 170 new school places for children with special educational needs.

The bidding process is part of Norfolk County Council’s ambitious investment programme to transform education for children with special needs and disabilities in Norfolk by creating more than 500 additional school places.

As well as the specialist bases, the Council’s programme involves the development of up to four new special schools and provision of more outreach services.

A key part of the strategy is to create more places for children with autistic spectrum disorder.  This includes proposals for 20 extra secondary places in the east of the county, 10 new primary and 20 secondary places each in the west and south of the county and 10 additional new primary places in Breckland.

These extra places for children with autism will be in addition to those created with the planned development of a new 90-place school for children with autism in the north of the county.

Bids are also being sought from schools to create more than 50 new places for children with social, emotional and mental ill difficulties, including for those who have suffered early life trauma.

These will also be in addition to the places that will be created at the Alderman Swindell site in Great Yarmouth, where work is currently underway to select a sponsor for the running of the school.

Schools are also being invited to submit bids to create a new primary specialist unit for children with cognition and learning difficulties in the west and/or north of the county.

Schools are being asked to submit their proposals by the end of July. Successful bids will be selected in spring 2020 and the new places could be up and running by September 2020 or January 2021, if planning approval and building work is required.

Carers are important

On Friday14 June Norfolk County Council is holding a Carers Support Day at the Forum Norwich to recognise and celebrate the huge contribution that carers play in people’s lives and to promote the support that is available to them from across Norfolk.

 

The event coincides with Carers Week, a national campaign to raise awareness of caring, highlight the challenges unpaid carers face and recognise the contribution they make to families and communities throughout the UK.

 

An estimated 100,000 people in Norfolk provide unpaid care.  That’s around one in nine people.  Carers Week is about connecting carers to their communities and our event at the Forum will be hosting organisations, groups and networks from across Norfolk who can help with the difficulties, stresses and challenges of caring.

 

For more information on Carers Support Day please visit our page on the Carers Week website.
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The Great British Cycling Festival wheels into Norfolk from June 27-30 with a full programme of events, including the prestigious HSBC UK National Road Championships.

The racing begins with the National Road Championships - Time Trials in west Norfolk on Thursday, June 27, starting from 10am at the Sandringham Estate.

Riders will head out of King’s Avenue and into Great Bircham, riding into Bircham Newton, Docking, back down the Sherborne Road and through Dersingham before re-entering the Sandringham Estate for the finish.

Full route and road closure information at www.gbcyclingfestival.co.uk The HSBC UK - National Road Championships – Road Races on Sunday, June 30 are a huge day for the county as it hosts Britain’s top cyclists battling for the prestigious national champions’ jerseys.

Starting and finishing in Norwich city centre, for the first time in the history of the National Championships, both the men and women cyclists will be on the route at the same time!

Spectators are encouraged to line the route and cheer as the racers head out of the city along the Salhouse Road and through Thorpe End before joining the Wroxham Road. They pedal through Wroxham, into North Walsham, and around Thorpe Market to Cromer, Sheringham, Blakeney and, for the men’s race, on to Stiffkey, Wells, and Holkham.

Then it’s south through Wrighton, Hindringham, Swanton Novers and Foulsham, skirting past Cawston and into Coltishall before re-entering Wroxham and retracing the route back into the city. 

After the elite men, amateur riders on the Challenge 100 set off on a 100-mile route that roughly follows the men’s route.

Rolling road closures will be in place; find full information at www.gbcyclingfestival.co.uk.

There is a full programme of events during the four-day Great British Cycling Festival with not only the elite races but family-friendly, closed-road events too.

Western Link 

Our public consultation on four shortlisted options for a Norwich Western Link ran between November 2018 and January 2019. Since then, a great deal of work has been carried out - and continues to be carried out - with the aim of identifying a preferred route.

Analysing the 1,900 responses we received to the consultation is one of the elements that will inform this decision but there are a lot of other very important factors we need to consider too, including: the results from ecological surveys and environmental information; the routes' effectiveness at improving traffic issues in the area and meeting the other project objectives; and costs and the ratio of those costs to the benefits they are likely to create.

As mentioned, we still have work to do so we don't have a preferred route yet. However, we're planning to provide a report for a preferred route to councillors in Norfolk County Council's Cabinet in July. The primary reason for this timing is so that we can take account of information from ecological surveys we've been carrying out and that have to happen at a certain time of year due to the seasonal nature of some species and their activity.

We appreciate this is a decision that's important for many of you, for a wide variety of reasons, so I hope this update is useful to you. If you want to find out more about the Norwich Western Link and our work to date in the meantime, there's a lot of information on our website at www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl.

Thickthorn junction improvement scheme

New consultation from 3rd June to 11th July

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A47Thickthorn
Other A47 schemes locally:
A47 duelling Blowfield to North Burlingham

A47 North Tuddenham to Easton dualling

A47 Great Yarmouth junction (formerly A47/A12 junctions)

West Norfolk Coastal Path
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View an overview map of Norfolk Coast Path (PDF download 1mb) or view Norfolk Coast Path on the interactive map.

Get the book

Pick up a copy of the stunning Coastal Treasures book from the National Trails website. It’s free, so you only pay for postage. The book is also available at 21 locations along the routes, including tourist information centres, cafes and businesses.

Medieval Norwich

£13.5 million plans to restore Norwich Castle to how it looked as a medieval palace are set to move forward.

Norfolk County Council’s cabinet is set to give the go-ahead for a contractor to be selected to work on Norwich Castle, with work due to be complete by Easter 2021.

Cabinet member for communities and partnerships, Councillor Margaret Dewsbury, said: “This is another step forward for our ambitious plans to restore Norwich Castle’s keep to its medieval heyday as a palace.

“Once complete, it will be the most accessible grade one-listed medieval castle in Europe, boosting the county’s economy, with 300,000 visitors per year.”

Supported by £8.7 million of National Lottery Heritage Funding, the £13.5m “Norwich Castle: Gateway to Medieval England” project will:

· Recreate the 12th century Norman Royal Palace

· Create a British Museum gallery of the medieval period

· Introduce a dedicated early-years learning facility

· Provide a rooftop viewing platform

For further details on the project, see Norwich Castle: Gateway to Medieval England.

84 bus update

Following on from the passenger consultation and feedback from all involved a revised timetable has been finalised. Attached is a copy of the passenger update which will be distributed on the bus very soon, which highlights the revisions made. The new timetable will change from July 8th.

Links to Borderhoppa and Konect

http://www.borderhoppa.org/dial-ride
https://www.konectbus.co.uk/timetables-fares/84#timetable
 

Green technology: Carbon plans
Plans to boost green technology firms with European cash are set to be backed by Norfolk County Council.

The council’s cabinet is set to progress plans to invest £10.5 million investment from the European Union’s low carbon innovation fund.

Norfolk County Council will oversee the fund, which will be invested in around 48 green technology companies across Norfolk and the rest of East Anglia. It is expected to attract a further £22 million of private investment.

“Green technology is the future and this investment should help to develop this growing industry and provide financial returns that we can reinvest in the future.”

Once the initial fund ends in 2023, the county council will be able to reinvest the returns on the original grant. A report to cabinet says this will provide “a long-term source of funding for economic development over which Norfolk County Council will have influence”.
Scams

Cold Calling Alert – Telephone cold calls claiming ‘you have been mis sold solar panels’
Scam Alert – Scams targeting Apple App Store and iTunes gift cards
Scam Alert – Telephone cold calls claiming ‘you have been named in a legal case’
Cold Calling Alert – Flyers being hand delivered offering Driveway work
Cold Calling Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers offering ‘free roof health checks’
Scam Alert – Telephone cold calls claiming to be from BT
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers trying to sell items
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers offering ‘Tree and Garden Work’
Food Alert – Tesco recall their 'Tesco Turkish Inspired Tomato Seasoning' after it was incorrectly packed with 'Tesco Thai Inspired Chilli and Coconut Seasoning' which contains milk which therefore is not declared on the label
Look out for the following email scams which are circulating: 

Phishing email claiming to be from 'Netflix' claiming there is 'troubles with your current billing information'
Facebook page owners/managers warned about bogus 'Blue Tick' notifications
Reporting scams

Reporting any scams you receive can help to build up intelligence on the scammers and how they target people. You can report scams to:

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 03454 04 05 06 or www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
Action Fraud (UK’s National Fraud Office) 0300 123 2040 or www.actionfraud.police.uk
