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Norfolk County Council Councillor Vic Thomson’s report for July 2019

Western link of the Northern Orbital Road

NCC cabinet has agreed to put Route C forward to the full council.

4 Options                                                                          Preferred option C
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Option C would link from the roundabout at the western end of Broadland Northway and extend for around 350 metres along the A1067 Fakenham Road before turning in a south-westerly direction via a new junction. The road would cross the River Wensum on a viaduct and then continue at or near ground level for the remainder of its length. It would link to the A47 via a new junction at Wood Lane (B1535), which forms part of Highways England's plan to dual the A47 between North Tuddenham and Easton. Please see the attached map which shows the route.

Cabinet have recommended Option C as the preferred route as it balances all of the issues that the project needs to address, including limiting environmental impacts, having a high cost-to-benefit ratio, reducing congestion and rat-running on existing roads, minimising the impact on communities and properties, and receiving considerable support through our recent consultation.

We're committed to creating this road in an environmentally responsible way and are aiming to achieve 'biodiversity net gain' by, for example, creating new habitats and including features such as green bridges. And one of the Norwich Western Link's project objectives is to encourage people to shift the way they travel to use more sustainable forms of transport, such as walking, cycling and public transport. Taking traffic off the existing road network will help with this, but we'll also work to develop complementary transport measures that will support this ambition once the preferred route has been agreed.

This has also to work alongside the A47 dualling.

Green changes at County
Moving to green energy and other practical measures to reduce environmental impact are to be implemented by the County Council.

The Council’s cabinet will hear how a green tariff will save 9,100 tonnes of CO2 per year, at an annual cost of £16,000.

Councillor Andrew Jamieson, cabinet member for finance, said: “We are committed to reducing our impact on the planet and demonstrating how other organisations and individuals can do the same.

“That’s why we are proposing a series of practical measures, which all add up to a significant contribution.”

In addition to the green tariff, the council is proposing to:

· Replace single use paper cups at County Hall’s coffee outlets with ceramic cups

· Ensure only recycled paper is used in the council’s photocopiers, at no additional cost

· Investigate whether electric pool cars can be introduced, as part of the introduction of a new contract

Cabinet will consider the report when it meets at 10am on Monday, 15 July 2019.  The meeting will be webcast live on YouTube and a recording available on the same channel afterwards.

Space-themed Summer Reading Challenge lifts off

The countdown has begun with children across Norfolk getting ready for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge with the library service.

This year the theme is ‘Space Chase’, an out of this world adventure inspired by the 50th anniversary of the moon landings. Join super space family The Rockets for a thrilling mission to track down books which have been nabbed by mischievous aliens.

Children aged 4-11 are challenged to borrow and read at least six different books, earning rewards including stickers and a certificate and medal when the challenge is complete.

Research conducted by the Reading Agency has shown that the reading challenge can help combat the summer reading dip and can not only widen a child’s reading range but also helps improve their confidence. It also helps children to return to school more motivated to learn and read.

Councillor Margaret Dewsbury, Cabinet Member for Communities, said: “During the summer holidays children may be less likely to pick up a book, so it’s really important our libraries take part in this free national scheme. Last year, more than 11,500 children took on the challenge, and I hope even more take on this important Space Chase mission this year.”

Children who sign up will receive a collector folder to get them started. As they read library books over the summer, they join The Rockets and track down the books – picking up some stinky stickers along the way!
Anyone can take part, and under 5s have their own special challenge and can collect stickers for sharing stories at home.

Sign up to Space Chase at your local library or mobile library from Saturday 13 July.

There are also plenty of free activities being held in libraries, including rocket making workshops, robot coding, and making space slime. For a full list of events, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries/whats-on/summer-reading-challenge
And it’s the last chance for volunteers aged between 13-25 to get involved with the challenge and help sign children up, choose great books to read, and suggest new titles. To sign up, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/volunteering and navigate to ‘Volunteer with Norfolk Libraries’.

The Reading Agency is a national charity working with people of all ages to tackle life’s big challenges through the proven power of reading. Find out more about by visiting www.readingagency.org.uk
Hazardous waste

In September and October 2019, the County Council is again holding Hazardous Waste Disposal Days at seven of its Recycling Centres. Below are the dates for these. Please would it be possible for this information to be disseminated to members via the weekly bulletin and any other relevant communications?
 
They will take place during normal opening hours of 9am-5pm in September and 9am- 4pm in October and are as follows:
 
6, 7, 8 September 9am-5pm - Hempton       

14 and 15 September 9am-5pm - Thetford
20, 21 and 22 September 9am-5pm - Mayton Wood 

28 and 29 September 9am-5pm – Dereham

5 and 6 October 9am-4pm - Caister


11, 12 13 October 9am-4pm – Ketteringham

19 and 20 October 9am-4pm - King's Lynn
As well as accepting unwanted hazardous household waste, we will also be collecting paint suitable for reuse at several of the locations which will be donated to a local cause. 
PCC and Fire Service to hold joint Q &As

Norfolk’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Lorne Green is hosting a special Q&A in Fakenham next week – where the people in charge of the county’s fire service will join the PCC and Chief Constable in facing public questions.

The event, which is thought to be the first of its kind in the country, will offer the Norfolk public the opportunity to ask questions related to both fire and rescue and policing. 

Joining PCC Lorne Green and Chief Constable Simon Bailey on the panel will be Margaret Dewsbury, Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Communities, which includes Fire, and Chief Fire Officer Stuart Ruff. 

“Everybody should have the opportunity to influence public services where they live and that’s what events like this offer. It’s essential to me that, as public servants, we learn from the views and concerns of our communities.”

Roadside verges

With the annual verge cutting programme getting underway today (Monday 13 May) the need to balance supporting nature, and keeping roads safe, is again the focus for Norfolk County Council.

More than 11,000 miles of roads are under the care of the County Council.  Verges along most roads are cut twice between May and September each year.

We only cut verges for safety reasons, not appearance.  Safety will always be a top priority on our roads and making sure verges are cut for visibility every year is a vital piece of the work we do to keep our roads safe.

We support 112 roadside nature reserves across the county.  A real success story has been the Sulphur Clover Project, where we have worked with Norfolk Wildlife Trust and the Norfolk Farming and Wildlife Group (FWAG) to increase the number of sites this rare plant grows.  For over 10 years sulphur clover seed has been harvested from roadside nature reserves, and with the help of landowners the seed has been given new homes on the clay soils of South Norfolk where the plant can grow well.”

Up to around 1 metre of verge from the edge of the road is cut in most areas with wider areas around corners and junctions cut to make sure visibility is maintained.  In urban areas roadside verges are usually cut five times a year, and areas maintained on the county council’s behalf by other local councils may see more frequent cuts. Highways England maintain the A11 and A47.

Rare species such as crested cow-wheat, sulphur clover, and Breckland speedwell, are protected by roadside nature reserves.  In Norfolk, there are also verges designated for toad migratory routes and rare fungi.

The grassland and hedgerows along our road networks also play a vital role as corridors for wildlife to move along and help connect our increasingly isolated ‘islands’ of good habitat where wildlife still thrives.  Without any cutting many of the rarer plant species would not survive and so with sensitive management and careful planning the needs of both road safety and looking after wildlife can both be met.

"We are fortunate in Norfolk still to have many road verges rich not just in flowers but also in bees, butterflies and other pollinators bringing wider benefits to adjacent farmland.”

Norfolk’s newest road, the Broadland Northway, is proving a success.  Barn owls have been seen on the platform of one of the owl boxes, and bats are using the green bridge carrying Marriott’s Way over the dual carriageway and have also been recorded in one of the new bat houses.  The wildlife ponds are thriving, and wildflowers are blooming alongside the 6,700 trees and 181,000 shrubs planted along the 12-mile route.

One of our county Farms, 400 acres, produces wildlife seeds for wildlife verges, gardens and Bee lines

Further information is available on: 
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/road-maintenance/trees-hedges-and-grass-verges

Scams
Scam Alert – Emails claiming ‘you still have an outstanding Council Tax Refund’
Cold Calling Alert – Further reports of Telephone and Doorstep Cold Callers enquiring about properties ’insulation’
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers offering ‘Tree and Garden Work’
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers selling household cleaning products
Cold Calling Alert – Flyers being hand delivered offering Driveway work
Cold Calling Alert – Doorstep Cold Caller enquiring about your energy supplier
