Norfolk County Councillor Vic Thomson’s – February 2020 Report
NCC Budget

The growing pressures facing Norfolk County Council – including an additional £1m for the extra cost of the increase to the national living wage.
The latest balanced budget is £427.7m. This is funded by Council Tax, which is proposed to rise by 3.99 per cent – 1.99 per cent for general Council Tax and two per cent under the Government’s adult social care precept.

The Council is having to fund an additional £65m of service pressures – and was now having to fund an additional £1m, due to the Government announcing a higher than expected increase in the national living wage.

The Council welcomed a £17.6m share of the Government’s additional £1bn for social care, which is intended for both children’s and adults’ services – but it will not fully meet the needs of either.

Increased pressures on adult social care are £34.6m for the next year alone. The Council had allocated £6.9m to cover the national living wage and other pressures in the care market – the Government’s recent decision on a higher rate means we are having to fund this £1m extra cost.

The budget proposals will now go to full council for a final decision on 17 February.

2 Public Health messages from NCC 
[image: image1.jpg]


50% of heart attacks and strokes would be preventable if high blood pressure was treated in time. Visit http://norfolk.gov.uk/getchecked for more information about checking your blood pressure for FREE

Scams:
Scam Alert – Text messages appearing to be from PayPal stating ‘Your account access has been limited’
Cold Calling Alert – Doorstep Cold Callers enquiring about ‘insulation’
Cold Calling Alert – Telephone cold calls claiming to be doing a ‘survey about double glazing’
Safety Alert: Matalan recalls their 'Alphabet', 'Mermaid', 'Unicorn' & 'Shark' Hot Water Bottles as they 'do not meet their high standards for quality and safety'
Food Alert – Sainsbury's have issued an Allergen Alert for all date codes of various 'by Sainsbury's' Pesto as they may contain traces of Peanut. Sainsbury's is asking any customers who have an allergy or intolerance to Peanuts to return the item to store
Phishing emails claiming to be from 'Email Account Protection' claiming there has been 'Unusual Sign-In Activity'
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep cold caller offering Plants
Cold Calling Alert – Telephone cold calls regarding ‘loft insulation’
Scam Alert – Emails claiming to be from PayPal
Information Alert – Pet Passport Update
Rogue Trader Alert – Doorstep cold callers offering 'roofing work'
Safety Alert: Whirlpool are asking owners of Hotpoint & Indesit washing machines to recheck their model against the recall list after three additional models were added
Food Alert – Iceland recalls six 'No Cheese' products as they may contain milk which is not mentioned on the labels
 Phishing emails claiming to be from 'Amazon' stating they are 'unable to process your recent order'
