South Norfolk District Council Councillor Vic Thomson’s Report for February 2020
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Residents and community groups can participate in litter picks all year round. To help with this, you can borrow litter picking equipment from us. Contact us to request litter picking equipment.
The Big Litter Pick 2020

In the 2019 Big Litter Pick initiative, over 100 litter picks took place with more than 2000 volunteers taking part.

Each spring, we work with communities and community groups to help reduce litter in South Norfolk by asking them to take part in the Big Litter Pick. This initiative encourages communities to work together to keep their villages or towns clean and tidy.
The 2020 scheme is open from the start of February until the end of May. If you would like more information or to participate in the scheme, please email litterpick@s-norfolk.gov.uk
We provide litter pickers, hi-vis vests and refuse sacks - to see if equipment is available please open the litter pick  calendar. This is only an indication of availability - we will confirm amount of equipment when booking.

When your event is complete your group will be entered into the prize draw to win £200.
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It’s your chance to have your say on where homes and businesses will be built in the future. Come along to one of our roadshows happening soon at Costessey, Wymondham, Chedgrave and Hingham. For further dates and venues visit: http://ow.ly/7Oy250y6L1b. #strongercommunities
Greater Norwich Local Plan
The GNLP has gone out to section 18 consultation (public consultation) but in a slightly different way. This does allow for more sites to be put forward.

The GNLP covers Norwich, Broadland and SNDC, 3 very different areas and development must work to those differences.

Norwich is urban and the other 2 more rural but there are also significant differences between SNDC and Broadland.

SNDC has 118 parishes - Broadland 65
SNDC has 44 catchment areas - Broadlands 25

SNDC has 42 Joint Core Strategy Service villages - Broadlands 15

SNDC has 34 Joint Core Strategy Other villages - Broadlands 6

SNDC is significantly more rural and significantly less of the Norwich urban area falls within SNDC.
With this in mind and learning from the previous plan it was decided that in the rural areas we should look at smaller developments around village clusters.

It is impractical to allocate in every village, so we banded villages in clusters loosely reflecting their primary school catchment areas. It seems the best proxy for grouping and this was in the previous consultation.

We were looking for developments of 15-25 homes. Below this we cannot mandate social housing and a housing mix that meets with Strategic Housing Market Assessment expectations. Above this can be disproportionate to the village. This should encourage more small builders and we have a Limited Income Fund to assist with financing smaller builders make a start.

Unfortunately, in the last call for sites we received too many that did not meet our requirement and we did not review those sites in a manner that would elicit the sites we need.

This section 18 consultation will be in 2 strands. The plan will go ahead with Norwich, Broadland and the main centres in SNDC and a simultaneous plan will go ahead for SNDC clusters. These will be in the same timescale and brought back together for the section 19 consultation.

This plan will be until 2038 

Proposers are at liberty to propose a larger site, but it will have to deliver extra public infrastructural goods and must be coupled with broad support of the community.

We will also have a windfall policy to promote self-build and permit individual homes that match the form and grain of their villages. We will permit, with public and parish support, an additional 3 homes in every rural parish during the lifetime of the plan.
2 Councils 1 team.

As of the first of January, the “team” is in place. All staff in place with updated terms and conditions.

We are looking to align policies where possible and Discretionary Reliefs are one area covered in the first phase. SNDC will now “extend discretionary relief for childcare providers".

Budget setting is in process and I will bring that to you next month
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The coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, China, is still a rapidly evolving situation. The World Health Organization declared this as a global health emergency and in response, the four UK Chief Medical Officers raised the risk to the public from low to moderate. It is being led at national level by Public Health England.

The NHS is extremely well-prepared and used to managing infections and are already working rapidly to identify any contacts the patients had to prevent further spread. NHS and partners have been preparing for UK cases of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) and have robust infection control measures in place to respond immediately.

Norfolk Resilience Forum partners have met to discuss the potential risks and impacts for Norfolk and are well-prepared to respond to any potential incident. 

Norfolk County Council will continue to review the situation and are following all advice from Public Health England. 

If you have any health concerns, check the NHS website for up-to-date advice and guidance, and for regular updates on travel information, symptoms and precautionary measures. If you are concerned that you are unwell, the NHS advice line is 111.

PHE has published some frequently asked questions on the coronavirus.

Public Health England recommend that everyone should maintain good hand, respiratory and personal hygiene – there are NHS guidelines on good hand hygiene.

