County and District Councillor Vic Thomson’s report for January 2021
Covid and flooding are still the major issues. 
Very significant rain and storms over the last few months have created major issues. Both SNDC and NCC are taking reports to their Scrutiny committee to look at the issues around the flooding. 
NCC Cabinet approved the updated Flood Management Strategy
It has been 5 years since the adoption of our Local Flood Risk Management Strategy and in that time, Norfolk has been subject to significant rainfall and widespread flooding (as well as droughts and heatwaves). 

This includes the event in summer 2016, which saw over 250 properties flooded, blocked roads and required emergency provisions to deliver ballot boxes on the referendum vote. 

Over the last 5 years, Norfolk has also seen significant growth and development. There have been expansions of many market towns and settlements, particularly along the A11 corridor and around Norwich and Great Yarmouth. 

Alongside this, major infrastructure projects have been developed and delivered, including Broadland Northway completed in 2018. The legislative landscape has also changed and with the publication of the revised National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management S
Cabinet approved

To approve the new policies set out in para 2.1 of this report and the amendments to the existing policies set out in Appendix A. inclusion in the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. 

2. Cabinet notes the heightened risk to Norfolk from flooding and coastal change when compared to much of England and agrees to set up a task force to work with our MPs and other stakeholders to ensure that the Environment Agency develops comprehensive, costed and funded plans to meet these challenges

Officers reviewed the existing policies in the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy against new and emerging national strategies and policies. This resulted in the proposal of 3 new policies and minor updates to our existing policies. These proposed changes have been shared with relevant stakeholders and the public across Norfolk for comment. 

The 3 new policies

Draft Policy 1: Towards Net Zero 

The Lead Local Flood Authority and Risk Management Authorities will expect all parties, involved in design and construction of local flood risk and water management structures associated with development, to make reasonable efforts to minimise carbon footprint, while maximising opportunities to contribute to environmental and climate improvements. 

Draft Policy 2: Biodiversity and Environmental Net Gain 

The Lead Local Flood Authority and Risk Management Authorities, using all available legislative and regulatory measures, will seek to ensure that new local flood risk and water management structures will protect and enhance the environment in a manner that results in biodiversity and environmental net gain for local communities. 

Draft Policy 3: Flood Resilience and Adaption 

The Lead Local Flood Authority will provide support, where possible, to communities, other services, and Risk Management Authorities through the process of planning and developing local flood risk adaption and resilience activities. The Lead Local Flood Authority will support other Risk Management Authorities in providing information and advice on property level preparedness, resistance and resilience improvements to property owners and occupiers at risk of local flooding. The Lead Local Flood Authority, with the support of other services and Risk Management Authorities, will encourage communities at local flood risk to develop community led and focused flood action plans and support groups to improve community resilience.

You can sign up for flood warnings

https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/floods/flood-help-and-advice
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/floods/report-a-flood
Norfolk resilience information about emergencies

https://www.norfolkprepared.gov.uk/page/24/
Covid measures
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Don't pop to the shops. Call 01508 533933 or email helphub@s-norfolk.gov.uk, Monday to Friday between 08:15 and 22:00 and Saturday and Sunday between 10:00 and 16:00 (emergencies only)
https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/residents/south-norfolk-help-hub
Do you need help to collect a prescription? Call 01508 533933 or email helphub@s-norfolk.gov.uk, Monday to Friday between 08:15 and 22:00 and Saturday and Sunday between 10:00 and 16:00 (emergencies only). 

http://ow.ly/lDYq50D9h10
Care homes in Norfolk have said they prepared to tackle a second wave of coronavirus and have had no problems accessing testing kits or personal protective equipment. 

A new service running seven days a week is being rolled out to expand support to help more Norfolk residents affected by Covid-19 isolate.

Previously only those who had tested positive for the virus would be contacted by teams from local councils with offers of support. 

The new service will expand welfare checks and support to include those people who have been asked to isolate by NHS Test and Trace because they are contacts of positive Covid cases.

Led by Norfolk’s public health team and run in partnership with the county’s seven city, district and borough councils, the service aims to further bolster efforts to control the virus by making sure people have support in place so they can stay at home and isolate safely.

It builds upon several other initiatives including comprehensive support packages for those who have tested positive, new targeted rapid testing in communities, and local contact tracing support for NHS Test and Trace.

Dr Louise Smith, Director of Norfolk’s public health, said: “We have for some time now been supporting those people who have tested positive for Covid-19 to isolate but we are now taking this one step further by offering co-ordinated and joined-up support to contacts of positive cases as well.

“This is yet another tool in our armoury to fight this disease. Controlling the spread by minimising every opportunity the virus has to transmit is key.

“We’ll be working closely with our local council colleagues to roll this new service out to every area of the county as soon as possible.”

Teams will also be checking that those identified as being a contact of a positive Covid case know how to access testing if they develop symptoms and understand the current lockdown rules.

Vaccine roll out

10 newly announced vaccination site for SNDC (started on 15.1.21)

Poringland Community Centre, South Norfolk

Food Court at Chapelfield just been added

NHS England is asking people not to attend local surgeries or hospitals for a vaccine unless contacted about an appointment.

The campaign is not one that can be delivered by GP Surgeries like Flu.  It is quite different due to largely the characteristics of the vaccines and the supply.

Groups of Practices have been asked to come together in small networks called 'Primary Care Networks' (PCN's) and establish a shared Centre.  

Our PCN stretches from Loddon to Diss and Attleborough to Harleston.  A huge geographical area and so the Government idea of a local Centre is a challenge.  We have used the Poringland Community Centre for several years for our Practice Flu clinics, this venue seemed ideal even if not central.  

Patients in the first cohorts (over 80's) will be invited for vaccination to the Community Centre from 9 Practices including the two Surgeries in Poringland. 

a list of nine high-priority groups, covering around 30 million people.

They are thought to represent 90-99% of those at risk of dying from Covid-19.

1. Residents in care homes for older adults and their carers

2. 80-year-olds and over and frontline health and social care workers

3. 75-year-olds and over

4. 70-year-olds and over and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals

5. 65-year-olds and over

6. 16- to 64-year-olds with serious underlying health conditions

7. 60-year-olds and over

8. 55-year-olds and over

9. 50-year-olds and over

Get up to date and accurate information about vaccines

Poringland will be making appointments from Friday 15/01/2021The big question on most people’s mind is ‘when will I get my vaccination’?

There are loads of maps and apps showing infection rates and predicting when those in different age groups will be in line for their jab, but do not be mis-lead.

The COVID Vaccination programme pages of the NHS Norfolk and Waveney CCG website provides you with the latest news and accurate information about vaccinations and now has a myth buster as well as a range of guides.

The situation is changing rapidly, and this site is regularly updated with the facts.

https://www.norfolkandwaveneyccg.nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccination-programme
Issues for local councils, Community Transport and getting people to care home and house-bound 

School Capacity to provide places for vulnerable children and critical worker children

Schools remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers. However, it is clear that the demand for places exceeds the available places in many schools.

This is due to a range of factors, some of which existed in the first lockdown in March, and some of which are unique to this lockdown.

For example, there are fewer staff available to work this time, due to staff sickness and isolation. The bubble system for those in school is stricter and the education unions have stipulated that staff should work with smaller numbers of children to minimise the risk to their health.

It is clear that some schools will need to prioritise places and there is emerging consensus among authorities in the east of England on prioritisation criteria for critical worker places. This is likely to include the need for both parents to be key workers and may include prioritising those who work in emergency life-saving services.

Key issues and context:

Demand for places will exceed availability in many schools

Schools are asked to provide places for vulnerable children and critical worker children against existing restrictions (measures of control) and limited capacity (staffing) (DfE Guidance)

The measures of control required in schools have not changed, which means

Bubbles should not be mixing

Staff are only assigned to a specific bubble

Social distancing between pupils is not a requirement within a bubble

It is not possible to combine groups of children with different staff in the way that was possible in the first lockdown

Where staff are unavailable, bubbles operating to support CW/VG children may still have to close

Scams

· Safety Alert – Yoyo Sparklers – 07 January 2021
· Scam Alert – Fake tax rebate text messages – 07 January 2021
· Scam Alert – Fake COVID-19 Vaccine text messages – 05 January 2021
· Food Alert - ASK Italian recalls Christmas Crackers because of undeclared allergens 
